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ENTLEMEN, ; | Ba 
Take it as a great Honour, that yu-/ ; 
were pleaſed to think ſo well of my late 
Sermon, as to eauſ. emeto P «blifh i it, which _ Ig vb 
Good a Vnderſtandi ing Readers will not 1 
impute to any Excellency that is in it, but _ A 
to the Zeal rhat animates you for the Chri. 


. 
* 
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. 51 Faith, which they will . * 
= — — many Imperfectiauc, and ye, 


=, of Religion, (although out of regard to your 


» h 
» "4 


N 


commends every thing to your eſpecial A. 
probation, that appears honeſtly and ſincere 
h intenled in its Defence. You could bear 
with Men, who differ from you in Matter 


own Church and the Publick Good, not with. 

out Grief: ) But when it comes to this 

' paſs that Men cannot be contented with any 
fmpularity of Opinion, but ſet up to per. 
ſuade the whole Nation, that they ought to 
be of no Religion at all, this you thought 


worthy of your higheſt Reſentment and Zeal. : 
and who can blame you for it? 


r. S +2 YG ==>2 EE > 


__ 


7 bappen'd to ſay ſomething of this in my 
oor way; but when [ heard the Charge from 
the Bench to the ſame purpoſeyſo full of clear, 

powerful and charming Eloguence, ( ſo pre- 
Adel as you were in your ſelves, by good 
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not - wonder, that you were greuriy moved. 


aud kindled ut it; and that you conld ut . I 


depart without leaving Page) pub. = 
lick Cenſure and Brand. on ſuch Impious' Þ} 
Books, as A Teſt inony to your whole County, <4 
of your Abberrence, and Deteſtation of them, 


My good Lack to fall in with the Honou: bs: 1 


rable the Judges amd your own Sentiments 


_ Parnoular, I am Jenfible, is what 
ded Nfg avert Ne | 


| Xing you * much in Eorneſt ak 
Canſe that biphly becomes y yon, and all Chri- 
ftians) I bave exceeded your Requeſt, and 
prefumed to preſent you with what * | 
the Honour to deliver to mam of you, the 
Afezes 
I hope, as full 20 your Purpoſe, and 


before: The-Argument is the 1 9 | 


that induced me to believe, that it might = 


not ara to %; : TI you. 


will 


Aud as you are the Ornament and Exam- 
ple of your Couty in theſe Refpetts ; fo 1 


A). 


l bagandino Reputation abvũt this, ir bc. 

gen Aft ef my on, and you" are bs 
vu Liberty torn and Patronize it "yy 
4 as 5t ſhall . om 
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Ian ſure, at many of you are poſe 
Ferry plenti ful Eftates,: fo are you not de- 


flatute of other Internal, and more valuable 
Endowments; ſuck as 0 Parts, fine Breed. 
ing, a Zeal for Chriſtianzty, the Eſtabliſpd 


chuck, and the- Intereſt - of the Nation: 


donbr not, (Bad I the Happineſs to. live 


near you) but 1 might be able, with the 
ame Truth and Security, to Remark in 
Ja other Vertues, which give the great- 


eſt Luftre to the | former, and are the moſt 
wining Accompliſhments: in a' Gentle- 
man's Character. Infinite Pity is it, and 
of greet Derriment to the World, that ever 


excellent 
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ſeere Ta which Jo je F and. _ 
1 ating in concert together. 4 1 

— Di ſcourſes ſhould in the Teaft- 

promote this latter in. your-ſe 

it would be no bad Return (and it i the 
beſt that I can make) for thoſe many preat 
Civilities. that You have. been Heafed a _ 

confer 8 il ene bus 5 0 
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9 a Jo ene | in ect ria 
| A what Proafs are neceſſary for 'a: 
he er's own, Conviction, by which he may certain 
w HimfelF to be ſnſpired : The ſecond! 
nes, are nteeſſar i for him to Produce —4 
to ſatisfy and coovince the World of the re- 
ality of * W The Second 0 


. Nun born one. teen 51 us Ott WH 


ect 
"4 of Modiration.. In a Serty 


"the 0 dert. .Church of St. James ih wo 
be. 17. * rn. 


preach 


oncerning the Nature and Guile of 2 

. «Ho 45 A. Rector of Chriſt-Churcb in 

10 erke Edition, * and ti 
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Jeet radical Subjects, Preach'd 
e 0 on other Occaſions : By | 
Nicholas Brady, D. D. Rector of am, Miniſter 
of Richmond in Surry, and Chaplain in Ordinary to 
her Majeſty. Never before Printed. _ Oftave. ; 


The Divine Authority and Uſe fulufs of the Paſtors 
of the Chriftian. Church Vindicated : In a Sermon 
Prezch'd before the Univerſity of Oxford ai St. A4. 
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ry, on AQ Sunday, July the 13th 1712. By Eraſe. 
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If i 3 de eg them, the Works with er: 
none other Man did, they had not had Sin; ; bay __ 
now have mor * 1 and hated, bojh one and 5 
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Tur: Subject that theſe Words dea AIR 


FAY 


der and treat of, may ſeem unſuitable to the Oc- 

caflon, unleſs it occurs to Mens Minds (whigh is 
very Natural and Obvious): bow great a: ſupport Jas al 
ity is of all Laws, whether Natural or Inſtituted ; the 
former of which, it harh' received” into arſelf;, 5 : 
ſtrated and confirmed, and bound upon all Men as Rules of SD 
Life; «he latter ir hath as ftrongly guarded and enforc'd, 8 


by requiring under Everlaſting as well as-Temporal Pak... oy 1 
ties, ſtrict Obedience to Law ful Rulers and Governors, Wo 


EnaQt them. So that no Man can offend againſt Laws ei- 1 

tber of a Moral or Poſirive Nature, but he likewiſe equally 

offends againſt the Goſpel, and ſubjects himſelf to the Pu- 

niſhmenrs'ef. both. What therefore can have ſo great and 

true an influence upon the Lives and Manners of Men, ren- 

der them ſo careful and conſcientious Obſetrvers of what 

we term Law, as a firm and lively belief of the Goſpel d If 

therefore 1 Mould pfove ſo bappy, as to revive or confirm = * 

any Man's Faith, as to the Revelations of the Goſpel, (a 5 

Thing: complained of as much wanting in this preſent Age, 3 

and. it is to be feared, not without Reaſon) an Advantage 

W the Church and State. | | | 0 
B Having 


— 


mY 


\ Having thus briefly 11 (and T hope, adi my 8 


c 550 proceed to fix your Attention on one great Evideng 
52 the T rytttand:Certainry of che Chtiſtian Faith, and thy 
16550 gte: 2 "miraculous Works, the Author of t per 
ere on Earth, in order to induce Mankind 
1 'both* bim and his Doctrine, and regulate thei 
5 = Lives According t6 it. We ſee he laid — on theſe 
Works, and I hope io make appear that they will bear it 
In order to which, I ſhall as einn as I can, Explain, 


I 1. What a Miticulods Wdtk 111 MH 


8 "24h. That 1 Miraculous Works are need ful, to chi- 
vine Men n Truth of an or a Divine Re- 
*. Nu velatiog. 


Nan re DE 


3d\. I ſhall 8 eee the Miraculous Wort 


of our Bleſſed Saviour, to the confideration of which, 
he here directs us, for ” hor 6. his _—_ Aube 
"rity and Doctrine.” g) 


{ "ey # ++ 410 
i and Laſtly, 1 ſhall examine at et" diſtance of 1. 
what Evidence we have that ever ſuch Miracles were 
et wage by him. Each of theſe. Particulars, I: hope, 
will contribute ſomething towards (exting © our Sai 
ours e in a due Light. o ban tt 


Hes 1: 


1. I am to ſhew, whot a Miraculous Work i is, ( for of this 
1 * of Works it is our Saviour-hete ſpeaketh.) Now of this 

there hath been much Diſpute of late Years, which, as one 
_  Cightly obſerves, over ſubtilty of Wit, rather than am 
great difficulty or neceſſity in the Thing it ſelf, bath rai- 
ſed. For the Word implies, and I think generally tbe 
Scriptute intends by it, an Effect, Wonderful and _ 
dons to the Beholders. And it becomes thus, becaule it 
ſorpaſſes the fixed Laws and courſe cf Nature; yea, in 
many Caſes. is contrary to them. Or in other Words, 
it requires the application and exertion of a Power and 
Wiſdom beyond Nature, or the viſible and appearing Cauſe 
to produce. So that we clearly and certainly diſcern a vaſt 


447-7 Gs between ä the Effect hugely e 


„ renne © © e 
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Gelbe and sch ihe ithle Cane: enk this fbi 


makes it appear to us Wondeffuf or Mrachwan TO whicly 
| be rat Y 3 2 #- » 4 | 0 
1 One is, Hence it mi he follow, that ſomething inſe⸗ 


a Pofition very Offenſive to ſome Learhed Men and yet, 


which; 1 think; with ſubmiſſion; is very true; that is, wien 

God Almighry permits or leaves ſome Orestures to their 

own Natural Power and Abilities; Diabulſeaf Spirits cum 

certainly either ſo alterlor ſuſpend the Natbruf Courſe uf 

Things (when no higher Priiiciple controſe rhei) or elſe fo 
dazle and àbuſe the Senſe, as to raiſe Miraculous Appe 

ces, of which are recorded divers Inſtances in: Saved $ 

mre. What ſtrange things did che Magicians in the Ol 

T:ftament per fort ? And in the New-Te/7demexFonr Suvioug 

foretels of Faſſe Cbriſts, and Falſe Prophets, *who would 


| Signs and Wonders, as would ſeduce, / poſible, the very 
Elect, which Was abundamly verify'd of Simon Magus, and 
other Arch Heręticks; the ffrſt of whom; the People edu- 
cluded, from the ſurprizing things he did, the Great Power 
of God. Bur were theſe true and proper Miracles It 18 
hard to know that. But this we certainly kao. that they 
appeared ſo to the Senſe, and muſt have palgd as ſuch, had 


they not been oppoſed by the True Apoſt les; had they nor 


been wrought in a different Cauſe, and to quite differene 


Ends, This ſnew'd demonſttatively, that the A poſtles and 


theſe Magicians acted by a different Power, becauſe" the 
fame Power could never fo groſly contradict irſelf, as to act 
to quite oppoſite Ends; but what then? They both acted 


by a Supernatural Power, and diſplay'd Supernatural Effects, 


which ſure is Miraculous, although in all Bucounter and 
Oppokition, the one exceeded the other, or the Divine the 
Dab eli“. nn GS Gr ER & 


24h. It may be further Objedted, that if what we term 


a Miracle, be only a Supernatural Effect, the Conſequence? 
may be, that ir will be extremely difficulr-rodiftinguiſh; 
what is truly Miraculous and what not, becauſe of the 


imperfection and ſhortneſs of our Knowledge, in regard t 
the force and operations of Nature. To 'which'T Anſwer, 


Although'we know not the utmoſt Bounds and Operations 
e eri eg 7 oO Tr ane 
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d*theſe two Rteeptionsk wet 
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perform things alrogerher as Strange; world mee füt 


7 


2 of Nature; yer-ſowe.of its un of acting, ſome, of Lay 


himſelf, would and muſt eſteem ſuch Effects N 


ie leaſt ſhew' of Probability, ſolve theſe Matters, but ne- 
deſſarily muſt he imply d a Power beyond what viſibly 2 


- Bower and Ability of the vi6ble Agent (although ſuppoſed 


Ah. To obſerve; That ſome ſoch miraculons Works 


„Text, and yields, That the Jews would have been ex- 


demanded ſome extraordinary Forks, from: ſuch as have 


N 
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we molt certainly ko], and bur” Ignorance. of Nature iz 
ſome Caſes, will bot deſtroy our certe inty of, it in other, 
Far Example: Should a Man by a Word remove. a Mons. 
rain'z- by 2 Word heal ibe Siek ; yea, raile the Dead, by 
the. Breath oſ bis Mouth; blaſt the moſt flouriſbing Tree; 
and in theſe, and the like Inſtances, did he appear 'perfec, 
by Free, and to At at Diſcretion, notwithſtanding out Ig, 
norance af Nature, I am apt to think, that even Spinexg 


, whatſoever Nature be, we have the higheit certainty, 
ſuch cannot be bare Natural Effets, there being 30 
ſort of Propotrion between ihe Word add Breath of a Man, 
and ſuch vaſt Things as theſe. Neither is there any ſup» 
poſition of Wit, Subtilty, or Legerdemain, that will with 


pears 3 a Power diſtinct from, and independent on Na- 
tre; and Subject to none of; irs Laws, and which exertz it- 
ſelf at the Word of a Man, and is the proper Cauſe of ſuch 
mighty Works. And this is the Miracle, this creates the 
Wonder... tn as $011. 41£7 pH 2 
So that it is not every little and . Feat of 
Trick, chat perhaps we know not the ways of doing, that 
aught to be deem d Supernatural or Miraculous. But ſuch 
an Effet as we clearly and certainly diſcern 10 ſurpaſs the 


never ſo Acute and Sagacicus) and conſequently muſt re- 
ire for n of it, an inviſible Hand and 

wer. And ſo far of Miracles: I paſs o. 
» ' : : | * 


are needſul, to convince. Men of the Truth of Religion, og 
a Divine Revelation. Our Saviour ſuppoſes. this in the. 


cuſable in rejecting both him and his Doctrine, had be. 
not confirm d it by ſuch Works, as never any Man before 
did. And indeed have Wiſe Men always expected and 


anpeared under the Chatactet of 


Heavenly and Divine 


Meſſengers. For what ſhould: raiſe a Belief in Mankind. 0 


8 to ſo high a Point, as one's being a Heavenly * 1 
212 | A TETP 2 Ee 


635 


1 Divine.and Heavenly Teſtimony? Miractes 
hr bu oe Diving one mark" of Diſtinction. wp 
ach Men are known: from Pretenders, and wit 
the Wadi: wopleaoy: 4ubjected to endleſs. 
Cheats- © grid Hi sam di wn 94 Ea binden 
80 chat. gltbooght Miracles. C ſulpenGors of | the Laws 
of Nature, Operatiqns \ contrary t Natssej are ye 
grange and rate. Bffecte, yet ought not the ſtra 
of them to prejudice us in our Relief about them 15 
this Caſe, in the eftabliſhmene of the Trae: Religion, it — | 
be tremembred they are the moſt Teaſanable Things in the 
world. Inſomuch, tbat if ever there were a true and Divine 
rr 
Miracles, one 7 inſerring erz 1 
tion being malle, in order to , Delieved, and 
Obeyed by Mankind ; to which: End, our Reaſon diſcern - 
eth an abſolute neceffiry of Miracles. N actount, 
to deny the Poſſibility: or Reality of Miracles is deny 
the Poſſibility and Reality of a Nivine — which is 
4 moſt abſurd and Prejudice, a byaſs upon duỹ 
Minds both comrary to Reaſon and Nature. For we may 
obſerve in the very frame and; make of our Minds, that 
we are naturally prone to admit of ſame Religion, or Di- 
vine Revelation, ( as appeareth evidenthy enough in the 
Practiſe, or at eaſt: Profeſſion of all Nations) And this 
Dictate (as I may call it) Reaſon when conſulted about 
it, confirmeth. Which certainly ſhould: pre-engage us ra- 
ther in the favout of Miracles, Khan againſt em, berauſe 
of the cloſe and immediate connexion between the Truth 
of any Religion and ſome Miracles: In the midſt of his con- 
tant univerſal} pretention and Acknowledgment, that. Man- 
kind have made of fome Religion; is it not ſtrangely ſnock - 
ing, that none at all ſhould be True d The very Suppoſi- 
tion is ſtartling, looks not like Narnral or Reaſonable, but a 
wild and frantiek Thought. And I lay, if it be likely, thay 
ſome” Religion is Prue, it is alogether as likely, that ſome 
Miracles are ſo g and a Religion that appeals to them, as 
an Evidence of its Fruth, goth ſtrongly a IT our Atten- 
tion and Examination. 7 
This I mention becauſe of rhe ſtrong Prepoſſefſion that 
ſome Men ſeem from their Diſcourſes to be under. N 4 
Miracles in general, as if they were all Cen | 
cats, 


5 


- 


8 of "Miracles; becauſe 1 Cönceit, that W can — 
; —— going farther with the (4) Author of it, and deny. 


| — of the latter, that all Miracles are feign'd} 
turn theſe Men's ſerious Reflection 


ſee 4 True und Divine Nevealation f ſt inrroduc 45 Tun 
 Fageth'1 us to expect the fighr of Miracles, and if they be 


were paſs d off upon the Heathens 6f Old and do ſtill yo 
down with the Peopt of the R tlie Rome Communion, for'reat 
Miracles, and Men 


1 ——- > ˙X“;. “ , — 
- C 
* ” 


. Trath and Reality, than of che contfary,) Do not the Ex. 
— nalleMiracles own the 'Falſhood of the foregeing 
e 


ſay, that it is only in favour of the true Religion, that 


midſt many Counter feits and Cheats, and as other Cheats 
do ſo theſe commonly firſt offer and obtrude themſelves, 


W 5 * ä 
Obeste I. mall at (refs about whe 


ce of 'a Deity, as well ab Miracles“. The 


may not be ſo remote vc Our Pur poſe here- And 1 940 
upon the Reaſons, thier 
iaduc d chem to entertain fuch an. Opitiion? Is it that — 
fever: ſaw a Miracle d Mt we ask them, (did they 


is the Time and Occaſion, in which gut Reaſon encbn- 


wanting in other Caſes, in Which appearethinot equal tes u 


for wer chem; this will prove a very weak Ground of ſuf. WM ſo 
op 2 


vor denying their Reality in this. Or! do the ma- 
nces to Miracles ſtartlè them # This is ſte- 


ſuggeſted, and we ate obliged with large Colle, 
ions of this kind, of the many Tricks . — which 


diligem attention is requit d to them 
Let us attend to them, but dordraw'frawehea conſequed. 
cesthar they will bear ? O ns 0! © * e NN 

«(To omitzhar Contrerfeitr-are "e's rguments of ſome 


ligions ꝰ And what more likely, than” that falſe Religi- 
ons "ſhould? be upheld by Artifices and Impoſtures 2 We 


our Reaſon ſuggeſteth the neceſſity of Miracles, andthe 
true Religiom is but one, and like the Pear] of great Price, 
ro which-irs Author' compares it, lyes hid and reti d a- 


and if we hae diſcaovered falſe Miracles in any Religion, 
what can w juſtly infer, but that we ms f of 
one of theſe Impoſtures, thar, would fain paſs i1 [a 
the rrue Religion; of we be 100 Sa — for - that, 
prevents: in us all farther Search and ramination? Oi 
og $9071 7 $349 n Orig * N 
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on at all. Men of rbis Character are indiazje-Gacger, 


5 


Mind is perpetually imploy'd about them, when Men are 
in petpetual queſt afrer. Forgeries. in Religion, and 


upon it Truth for — I ſhould think it not amiſs, | 


In the preſent Caſe, in the disbelief of all Miracles on | 
the foreſaid Ground, that they are not under the Govern- 


ment of right Reaſon is very plain: For what poor con- 


.nexion, between a conceſſion and diſcovery of ſome Fi- 


ions, and that there were never: any real Miracles? Will 


counterfeir Coins and adulterate Mettal argue, that there 


is no pure Gold ; and Silver, and that it is a Miſ. imploy- 3 


ment of our Time to look after it? Doth a detection of 
Knavery in ſome, prove all Men Cheats ? Or becauſe 
Mabomet was an Impoſtor, mult needs Feſus Chriſt be no 


bette . N 7 # 


„ eee eee een ene 
To what groſs Miſtakes and Evils would ſuch a way 


of arguing expoſe us, in Temporal Affaits. And may 
not one juſtly fear, that the ſame haſty and looſe way of 


have run us upon Evils and Miſtakes, of worſe and more 
pernicious Conſequences. | 


If it be ſaid here, that ſuch counterfeit and falſe Mira- 
cles ought to teach us Caution, and to receive none. without 
Examination. This I readily; grant, and wiſn that all 
Men would ſincerely Examine. As this is highly reaſon- 


able, ſo. the Author of the Chriſtian Miracles inviteth us 


to it, which jooks as if he was under no apprehenſion, 
from the ſtricteſt and ſevereſt examination we could make. 
provided, ic be not edg d with a Hatred both of himſelf and 


Ferber; This indeed he cavrions. us againſt, as. being the 
day Things that would baffle the Evidence of his Mira- 


which inveiglement,, we.tcanggr. be toe much aware, it) 
þeing equally. detrimental, tobe captivated hy. 20 ERtton ä 
and admit, of nothing true, ro. believe a falſe; oxiind! Reb 


belicying, cüber Hear beniſmwot1 Popery, ut perl mn 
the Forgeries of /theſe Religions, raiſe in ihem a pfeindies 
that nothing is better grounded. and eſpecialiy Whg be 


make it 
the great Scope of their Study and Endeavour, as well as 
Pleaſure to fied them, whether this and ——— 35 


concluding in Spiritual Matters, may at laſt be found, to 
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22 poſſeſid with the See 
3 3 ante if 
engazrs, and Evidence of his Miracles will ws 
pale Lt as ny N99 Views” 21401400, Wh 
- $*8 115 OSOW 277 T65 8 49 brat & 4 8. bats. 
„% Of: the Miritulour Works of our Bleſſed Savioyy 
to the-Confideration of which, be hete directs us; forthe 
of his Divine Authority and Doctrine. N 
Uiis panioular the greater Force, 1 hall i ee 


>. 18 108 1; X91, ; 8 


uf. "give eee theſe Miracles themking, 
NN 2 13 
- "26h, 1 fall conſider before whom they were rough 


e MX 


7 * 1 all oblere the ourward Circumſancerand Ca 
| lition” of che Perſon” who wreughrthem, "5 


- ty, 22 205 T hull take Notice to what bes. aa. 
© Miracles w ere wrooght, an eee 


—— Sas vide ofa Miracles — 
The New Teſtament Records them, and is chiefly taken up 
1388 ſnrting them to us, all which to Tranſcribe, would 


tedious ; would engage me to "trad 10 you the 
pr 


+ 3 * 
9 „ = 


rt of the 'fout Bvangeliſts. In ſpeaking there. 
iracles_rhar you all have read and — it will 
ſuffice to touch on them in general, and fix your Artention, 

on their Greatneſs, their Number, and Variety. 
"What can be greater Inſtances of Power, than to Care 
Men Born” diſcaſed; whether Deaf, of Blind, or Dumb? 
Nor vnly to te ctify che Defects of a Senſe, but give a-new 
one to fuch as before had” it not? By a mere Word, ot 
Touch to 'convergh Strength and Soundneſs into Member 
many Years Enervated, Wither'd, or totally Dead? To 
_ Cleanſe and heal the moſt invererate 'Ulcers, | Sores, and 
Leproſies, ſuch as had bafled all Humune Art and Skill? 
| To remove the moſt tarde. Maladres ar” . diſtance ? ** 


Ne $454 17 mY, aft 2 
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| Ki cho Winds and Seas, tonne and jc Des watt 


are Wotc's ſpeaking 


Far yon will ſay, He that could enliyen « fagle L. nl: 5 oy - 


Far Part could he not likewiſe enliven the; whole Body. 


This we read he did: 700. He rais d ſeveral from the 1 


Dead, obe whom Putrefaction had ſeiz d on, and others, 
' whoſe Bodies bad for Ages lain moulder d into Duſt and 


rg and undergone I know not how many dhe von] I : A 
tions and Forms; and laſt of all, when expos'd as Ded 3 
on the Croſs, be rais d bimſelf from Corruption, and he _ 


Grave. Good Lord | what a ftrange Efficacy 


ed his Word, to make all Things Sound or "Sick, Dumb, - . 


or to Speak, Live or Die, as 92 — pleaſed ! Sure as great 
Virrue and Force was in bis Word, when it effected ſuch 
mighty Things, as in that (a) Omnipotent Word, which 
at firſt rais d all Things our of Nothing. 

Neither of all theſe ſtupendous Things bath be left us 4 
fingle, but many Inſtances. Many are Recorded, but yet 
not near as many as he wrought; for he cured the Sick 
and Diſeaſed, and the Poſſeſs d, of whole Countries as he 


aſſed, And if all theſe Works had been committed to 


riting, they would have ſwell'd the New Teſtament into 
2 Volume. But according to this ſhort Account, what 

variety do they comprebend ? They in Truth ſhewthe Au- 
thor of them, acted by an unlimited Power, by a Power 
which render d bim Paramount to Nature, ro Men and 
Devils, and indeed nothing leſs than abſolure Lord of the. 
whole Creation. 

After this, to admit of Doubts, whether theſe Works 
were real Miracles or not, or enter into Diſputes with A- 
theiſts and Infidels, who ſhew their Iuclinations and En- 
deavouts to explain them by natutal Cauſes, would be a 
trifling next a-kin to theirs, oa invent ſuch (b) 3 9 0 
and which they muſt needs diſcern, (if not quite beteaved. 
of their Wits) to be down oF Frantick. | 
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(a) Tertull. Apol. 5 70% 
(6) Vaninus / * tries to — hal theſe Miracles by ef 
fluvia iſſuing ous of our Seviour's Body, by the Power of OR. 
in ſich 45 were bealed, To Van. Dialogues 


8 


3 


1 
e eee 
It may de to che purpoſe 7 ob 2412 {1;5 

240). To. conſider, before whom, theſe" Mirables"ar. 
wrought.” För it is a very pertinent demand "ag! Withs 
of this enträvfdinaty Nature: "Who ſaw them done d few 
or many? Enetnjes or Friends? Theſe things cemtibutt 
boch to determine our Judgment about chem. And che 
. Miracles receive all poflible credibility, frm Cie 
cumſtances of this kind. e A re gel unt in 
For they were wrought in the moſt Open and Fablick 
manner, ſometimes. before great Multitudes, ſothe Thow- 
ſands of Men; at other times, before his bitrereſt and moſt 


malicious Adyerſaries, ſometimes at Jeraſalem, the Metro- 


Fa of the Fewiſh Narion, and at their moſt Celebrated 


eafts, in which not only that People, bur many ef other 
dountries appeared. So that all advantage bad bis Mi 
racles in theſe Refpedts, they were indeed as Open und 
Publick as bis Doctrine; for he ſeldom heal'd the Souls of 
Men by the one, without curing their Bodies by the o- 
ther. N . . 3olt 
be time too; is Diligently' to be remarked, in which 
theſe Miracles were wrought. In an Age, the moſt Po- 

im d and Refified, in which Humane Reaſon, Wir, and E- 
loquence were advanced to the higheſt Pitch, and have leſt 
their choiceſt Productions. And this is not 'only' true of 
ome (a) which began to be leſs Superſtitious, and fond 
of Wonders, than their credulous Anceſtors had beer, but 

in (b) Proportion of Feruſalem 'irſelf; Philoſophy, Blo- 
quence, and other Humane Arts and dene Ae e 
growing into eſteem, and becoming part of Men's Study 
there, as well as at other Places. All which render the 
account of our Lord's Miracles, the freer of Suſpicion, it 
having ever been allow'd of a knowing and refined Age, 
that it breeds the. feweſt Cheats and Tmpoſtures. Such 
love not many Spectators, love not Multitudes, to appear 


in Great and Celebrated Cities, much lefs before Sharp- 


— 


* 


Wo! Toy Cicer 24 — of Divination, * Rug 
b) This appeareth from ſeveral Opinions, t t beld, 
which they bad learned from Heatben Philoſophers. ri again from 
phe Writings of Philo, Joſephus, Ge. SR 
| | y  bglited 


2 
102 


e, 


| Gghted Wm Enginies- 
| and ſſand ram 
_—_ Akt Al al de 2 xm M e read indeed of Wonders | 


t..by.o thers; * Mee Before, whom ? Gens 
Aa Comer, | in 2 barous and horant Places, 
1. 


And ſure ck l 


Hage ebe may. afford at Nude, fe ar Cheats. 

ar Feruſslem, was a great, 1 $94 ome a far greacer, 

aud yet che Philoſophy, Policy, Malice of the one and the 
other,. ure dere we SPE 


peo! 


Sayjour's, wipe of air 


per bere 40 oblerys the out- 
dition of the” erſon is 
2 5 ku * $ could FRA 
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2 . read 1 by catty on 8 
Wann: 


| ons . * aw ſhould, tai iſe in LF: defire of being 
- acknowledg'd. for ee - Workers of Miracles, na 
| 28 I would be found, N. would chearfully lend 
2 helping Hand to the Cheat. And when, a great Emperor 
. 1 5 to ar or ſay, that he Wrought a Mi- 
e wha. * xg Examine, Queſtion, or Conti adi ir? 
many. . 
Ward. 20 4 —_ yy: & Prerenciop in Kings, we know, 
they would — 45 Camplemiznt much farther, and 
not ee xeceive them for 2 by” 9 if they de- 


by (% is vue of the pretended Mira amore fl * 3 | 
and un, tboſe in 'y Popiſh Countries; The, Epicureans were ſeld»m 


0 * of 1 5 4 moſt . e and Luoc nt Age. 


ſired 


1 70 of all the 575 be ſe- 99 = 


&,. inſtead of the People's being back- 


„er Proteſtams the other. And indeed 1 „ 


- 


Lord all his Life made 2 and ae 


Al and ir became a bigh Scangal. Nothing leſs 55 
munication to joyn with him, or even to expreſs” bur the 


Hs cn) 
fred it. Who therefore can deny, chat we Miſtitle of the | 


Emperor Veſpatian and others, Fog we, * _ | 


a little Suſpicious ? But this by the by. in, Had out 
ris ok Hi- 


mane Learning, his great Study and Profeſſion, and thus 


2 re reat Name and Reputation, in hime 


amber of Scholars, of the moſt bright and 

ral wa] who might have affifted him in Wade 

and Intreagues, which would have rurn'd' . mutual 

Intereſt a Honour, no one can doubt, but this might have 

been Matter of Cavil and Suſpicion (altho of ho pi. — 
againſt his Miracles, and 8 che Reaſon before meprion' 


becauſe N 4.9877 too, a8 e Kings, have bern wy | 


to have perform'd ſome 15 171 e rde eg 

But ſurely with that Wiſdom hath Divine Providence AY 
juſted and ſet off our Saviour's Character, as to lrave'ns 
room of reaſonable Suſpicion of Diſtruſt. For inſtend of 


appearing with theſe ela Advantages, which both the 


ews and Gentiles thoughr hugely becoming 5 of ihr Neg 
in greatly wanted in him, 1 ſurprize of that Ag 
but to the great Satisfaction "and Conviction of all -a 
Ages, who ſhouſd be more diſengaged, and at Liberty to 


conhider, $ repreſented in mſtances quit the cons 
Fa x SES rat Fog | 


reary to all this, Born of Paten tl 
rious Life and Calling, i es em Joy d in the Work-Houſe 
of his Father a Carpenter (and known ro be fach by His 


own Nation) and not in the Courts of Kings, or Schools 
of Philoſophers. © What Charm or Allurement had this in 
it, to Great and Acute Men, to follow or affiſt him? Cer- 


rainly none at all, and ſo it fell out. All ſuch turn d their 
Backs upon kth, deſp iſed and oppoſed him; and conſe- 
s quently inſtead of receiving any aſſiſtance from Humane 
Power, Wit, or . Learning, he had all theſe . bi 
than 'Excom- 


leaſt favourable Opinion of him. And who wetre''they 
that joyned wirh him? Did any of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, of the Rulers, or ſuch as had any great Matters to 
Hoſe > Whatſoever ſome few” might think, it is hard to 
find any of theſe who openly acknowledg'd him. Only 
the Poor, the Ignorant of the Lay, and ſuch us they accom 
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gots 


arial ap W ele j ſuperior 
5 diſdain 

Human Help or Aſfiſtance. ot May, 
is firther yet, "how clear his Micdetes were of alk NH e, 
er theſe Twelve Apoſtles, Man the moſt on Ahle 
prauds, and the moſt likely:xo.be eneruſted! with them, chad 
bis Maſter praQiled any; rhrongh' the wiſe Prpbdence of 
God, this Man was permitted to Falt off, Deter, and Be. 
try him. And When in the Hands of dur Saibhris H ne- 


ward. bat did be diſcover He Cheats, any 


Witneſſes, did: he come in and 
Bar of Pilate? Alas ! how 
Priefts and Sanbadrim have baden uf 
taye cheriſhed and hugg d ſuch a Gewardanforict 
and how ſpecious had beenithe Canſe of Infidelicy now; vin 


foe Mens Hands, if fo-ir dad ——ů — 


ys a 
ainſt our (Saviour, he ſubk dowd | 


ifter Ages ! But ese Hd, inſtead uf being -able:r6 
ſo Erin Le eee 


be bad already done; confeſs'd 


our Saviour s Miracles from all Juglingi and Impoſture. 
What means or likelyhood of this, in ſo poor au abject 


b Condition,” Pere e Lewie Fol. 
wers 


e » - 
2 feweds 


4851 ainh Lafth. ler u l Regs 3 thoſs 
Miracles were t. And that will beſt: appear, by 


— the Uſe the Author makes of them: And thae 


very clearly, to eſtabliſi in Men a belief, that he wag 
ſent of God, wich Authority to inſtruc them, in the Di- 
vine Nature, Will; and Laws, and the Conſequences. of 
their Obedience 


thoſe Laws'or Doctrine; which in ade Fürs of thoſe Mis: 


racles! 


of © 


mies. and had all encouragement ad rea 


of his Maſter When they fioollits — — Falſe 
his Acchſer ache 


his own Gain and his Maſter's Inn6cency, and went out 
from them, and i pibved his own Exevutioner. And! theſe 
Thoughts, I hope, contribute ſomething towards: clearing = 


or Diſobedience to them. And what are 


durſt do this. And our of "cheſs hit Fein e a 
r ed, Twelve nr foo mnt 'EleQed-: de for any N 
Courage, o MN ur Leatu- 
to the reſt p οοjƷt of 
tele Talenrspaiid co cut -6f ab urniſe 5 
to dem dnſtrate to 


Th 


ee 
| — ob a er whe qubyaſks 
uchaas to 
Reaſop, Wee 
 Lredcrothe Benefit of Meng: moſt ui EE 
of dhe gteat Reing, do whom —— Fe. 
ever anfiiRevddanonycatne. from Cd, chi mot 
. 8 Gem | 
not san argue bor... 
den crindeed, that He Alen have objected, tha ne 
Saviouti Religion are found Pte, bebe chef 
ro: Wiſet Heads, have. — Recommendations of 
it mah Objectians, becauſe the Veice,ofvimpartial. Reafos, 
— uch Natters bas the G oſpel Tacats of, i evident 
fonidiyſteries, and nun agalnſt them b But II pes het, 0 
_ the. Morals, and gaveraliBebgn of the Gufpel; / theſe; fand 
approved by the Sentiment of the Wieſt Man, whorhay 
by 'before\:or-afrer! i . 5 -* of ! 281A $4 e L's IH 


| y »Soitharwe canta; 1 ſhonkddbiokdbutacknow 


that 
Theſe Miracles were:wireughsra wake Men ly mn 
mons there; and everlaſtingly Happ. 
mit confeſs; i that ate erer way weithy aid 
jeſfy , Andi chis is icertainky'a' very Rule of- Torn 
imthe Viitut of wan Power any Mirdlca are rouge 
Fer uo Man can thinks bu in diteqt Gonttddiftion 80 8h 
baihenſd Didthces'a his fown Mindy thatniafinite, Widen 
ſhankd exert itſelf, and eſpecially Mira culauſſy. tO 50 End 


alben very Feifling, Silty, and Miriena ones: 14-4 


Man therefore diſplays,- what - hasirherourward | appearance 
of: a wiraculous Effect ; a proper Queſtiqn it always 1h, | 
Whab: uſe⸗ he makes of it 2 If bo bone at All or a: very had 
one; che my hart perhaps the aſſiſtance of a vain, triſſiag 
aud wicked Spirit, but not of the Divine: He may hene 
the Devil's Power and Commiſſion, but not God's; be- 
canſe w)corropt; confound; or amaze the Minds of Men, 


Uuhbich ate the brily Eads that ſuch Miracles can compels) 


wie ſuirablo enoughs to/the' Nature in Deſigns .of Fallen 
| rits, can neter reconciled 0 
ene er God. And, hence the Miracles 
f Hpollonjurandl Othchs, were. undouhtedly eithet Ho- 
. mane on Diabolical Frauds; and ſo re eſleemed by dhe 
Buh Chciſtians, becauſe they elt abliſnu noch ing. but * 
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„Heiden reset bs Folly and-Toplety, and 


ves wrought Gd! he findli our: therefore @ 1 


Cheats, is only; the diſcovery: 


a very likely Thing, 


4 
N 


tuch and | Holineſs; |* For, as the im 


5 which our Saviour's Miracles are directed, render them 
be the more likely, to be True and Certain. 
3681 £0! mühen 152: Fee Sieden = 


I paßt on to the Foareb./ and laſt Thi 


* % 


ng to be ſpoken to; 


we that ever ſuch Miracles were wfonght/by our Bleſſed 


aviour, Now, for rhis we have the hi 


eftainty ar leaſt, to what we term Ocular Demonſtration 
„ 1900730 1149 7: 2ph&tilA Dog! 
This Latter, it is to be preſurned; that we will 


M at 


je to ſee ſuch Mitacles every Age; Yea, every individu- 
Man may expect to fee them, And then in vain, would 


Origin of Things, and diſplay d bis Wiſdom in theit beau- 
eons and harmonious Order and Operations. 


ad almoſt juſtle Nature out of Being; and Human Obſer- 
vation ;- and perhaps Religion at laſt would looſe as much 


Evidence by them, as it would gain. For may it not be 


feared, thar this frequency of Miracles would render Men 
leſs Attentive to them, lefs Convinced and Acted upon by 
them? They ſeem'd to have bad this ſtupifying Effect up- 
on the Jewi. For they living under a conſtant conrſe of 


Miracles, appear to bave regarded them no more, than 


Men do now. the ſtanding and fixed Laws of Nature. Fot 


the rareneſs of Miracles doth not a little contribute to- 


wards the Aftoniſhmenr they produce, and they become 
Ordinary and UneffeQual Things, when once made Com- 
mon. To omit” here, that rhe Miracles'of Jeſus Chriſt (of 


Which we are ſpeaking) are in their own Nature, incap- 


able 


e rhiogy aim d at by be m, being groſs Cheats ſhemſelves, 
: the Chriſtian! Miracles will not fall with ubeſe in te 
win of Wiſe Men, which have nothing in View; bar 


o examine at this diſtance of Time, What Evidence we 


errainry that the Thing will admit of; the yeryinext 


ect. Fot, for the ſame Reaſon, that any of us may er- 


de Almighty have ferrled Laws of Nature, in the firſt. 


Theſe cen. 
unt and n Miracles would” much diſturb chem, 
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_ unleſs we ſu — le We | 


mond. Tire den ut ar the whole in 
| A * n yen, and 
Bie aT Ri tom Aa 


all frantick Su — yet, were they Poſſibſe g 
could be granted, I. doubt ſtill, all could not ſeg the 
Things, bur ſome: at loft, if t 'Believediat-all, muſt de 
e others Teſtimony abont I bope I have nos 
aſe more Words about rbis 2 Fary who, will pay 
leſs and e thing, as to believe nothing; | 
what be ſees 

Preſuming — char other Evidence than that « 
Sight, will convince us. I edme id ſhew Jou, What othet 
Evidence thete is, for the belief of ovr 4 Miracle... 

No, Miracles, 46 I ſaid. being Matters of 7435 the 
immediate and: ſpecial Evidence they can have, ,igth 

eftimony of others. ; Now; this we have in the fulſeſ anl 
moſt. ampie manner, Thouſands were W itneſſes of ſome d 
thoſe Miracles that our Saviour wrought. But I ſhall cn 
ly. bete conſider the Evidence of che, Apoſtles, who were 
eſpecial Wirneſſes of all his Works, and choſen by bim 
reſtify to others, what they had Seen and Heard. 
bath Preach'd and Wrote a-ſhort Account of theſe 
cles, from whom we receive them, and on whoſe 1 
mony our Faith is grounded. 4 

Now, three Things will give the greateſt Certainty 
any Men's Teſtimony, in relation to Matters of bad 1 
the Writers of them were Eye · witneſſes. If they be el 
competent Underſtanding. - And laſtiy. If Honeſt, Good, 
and Sincere Men. The Wit of Man cannot deviſe am 
Qualifications; which can render Mens Teſtimony as. to 
Marters of Fact. more Credible and Unqueſtionable : And 
all theſe, the Witnefſes of our Saviour's Miracles had, in 
Wo: ata 0a than ever, any other * 
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1ſt. They were Eye witneſtes of 2 lick The 
Acquaint us, they tell us, with nothing, but what the) 
themſelves Heard and Saw. And this is an Advantage, 
that other Hiſtorians ſeldom have, and when they have! 0 
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Where this is wanting, and an H Horias Wiriges of Things . 
done; perhaps ſome bundted Years heſote his own: imme. 
hardly can we arrive at any great Certainty about them, „5 
itbeing neceffary to attend do and be reſalved in ſo many © 
things; as the Wiſdom, Abilities, and Honeſty, af ſuch 2 
turote beſore him, about Which Matters frequently we are 

much in the Dark, and can know little. But hen a n 
ſays, be ſaw ſuch and ſuch Facts wich his on Rxes, what 


' an we ſay then ? The Mater is then brought into a much 


narrower compaſs, and we have nothing father to Exa _* 
mine; unleſs whether the Relaror be a Man fit to be be- A 
lieved, upon the ſcore of his Underſtanding, and Vertue; 

and if this ſtrongly appears too, we have the higheſt Cer- 
tuinty that Hiſtory can give us. Thus with great Wiſdom 
did our Lord chooſe Twelve Men eſpecially always, to 


follow and accompany him, that they might ſee and bear 
what he Said and Did, and ſd might relate, nothing but 


ypon their own Knowledge. FRY OE 
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Let us ſee 2dh. Whether they were Men of Competent 
Vnderſtanding and Judgment, -as to the Matters they re- 
ate. This ſecures them from being deceived themſelves, 
and conſequently from obtruding their own Miſtakes on 
others. Now, bow illiterate-ſoever theſe Men were, at their 
firſt joyning with their Maſter, it is very certain, that af- 
rerwards, {ome way or other, they mightily Improved: 
For, ho can read their Writings, without acknowledging 
them Men of ſome Capacity and Judgment 7 Tbey 5 
courſe perhaps not with the Ornament of Philoſophers, yet 
with greater Rxactneis and Truth, which is the beſt Teſt, of 
Man's Judgment, as the other is of one's Wit or Learning. 
But whatſoever: Opinion we entertain of the Apoſte's Judg- 
ment, we muſt needs eſteem them competent Witneſſes of x] 
Things they atteſt; for theſe being Matters of Fact, they 
need no higher Qualifications. to be aſſured abont them, than 
a right uſe of their Sight and Senſes : No great accuracy of 
Judgment is neceſſary for a Man to be certain of what he 
ſees ; becauſe this is reſolyed not ſo much into the rectitude 
of his Underſtanding, as his 22 So fot Example; If | 
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True, it will have little Effect upon By-ftanders; eſpeci 
36 if he be 4 Man accounted? of no great Capacity, des 


 Ingsof' Men ate capable. But if a Man affirms, be ſaw 


=> P * 


4 Man peremptorily affirms ſuch or ſach a Doctrine to be 


this ſignifies onl bis bare Petfualion about 'fuch's Poing; 
aud we know of what falſe Perſuaſions the Underſtand: 


-or heard ſuch a Thing, though never ſo Ignorant, if no 


Natural Fool of Mad-man, if Honeſt and Sincere; his 


Words will have more Weight, will paſs current wich Wi. 


- can eſtabliſh this too, we ſhall have a ſtronger Reaſon yex; 


ſer Men than bimſelf. Aod, why is this 7 Certainiy 


9 


becauſe, in this dark corrupted State, we can better truſt 
"a Man's Sight, than his Reaſon: or Judgment. And about 


ſuch Things it is; that the Apoſtles Witneſs to the World, 


Things that they Heard and Saw, and nothing can ten- 
der their Teſtimony ſuſpected, but Diſtraction or Diſhone. 
ſty. The latter, I preſume, we will not urge. It remaing 
therefore. eic ee 592k ee 
345. To conſider their Honeſty and Integrity, and if we 


that they were not Deceived themſelves in the Relatio 
—Eͤ˖ͤ ' 5-797 217 225150 e- 37" 28 120 
We have obſerved already, that the Apoſtles were Eye. 
witneſſes of theſe Miracles of their Maſter; and again, that 
Miracles are Matters of Fact, about which they could net 
be Deceived, unleſs with their own conſent; andꝭ this they 
could not do, if Honeſt and Sincere Men. And: there n 
no middle Way. If they werenot Honeſt and Sincere Men, 
they were of the moſt deſperate and bardned Wickedueſs; 


they were one ot the other in the greateſt Extreams: If 
| we cannot believe the former of them, we muſt neceſſarily 


conclude them the lattet, Men ay depraved in their Morals, 
as ever were. For this Idea of them will the ſuppol 
firion of their wilfully deceiving us, in theſe Points, ne- 


ceſſarily give us. 


Now, as touching their Honeſty and Sincerity; if the 
moſt ſtrict Profeſſion and Life, if the greateſt correſpon- 
dence between Mens Words and Actions, will denote any 
thing, the Apoſtles were Men of a Holy and upright Cha- 


racter; for from them flow'd the moſt excellent and 


perfect Morals, the ſtrongeſt, the moſt preſſing Arguments 
ro obſerve them: Their Writings afford the World Princi 
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diſes and Lives were of 2 Peice, extraordinary Patterns 
and Recommendations of what they taught: To propagate it. 


they Travel d throughout the Earth, were expoſed tõ inuu- 


merable Dangers; to innumerable Evils and » Hardthips, 
and at laſt ſubmĩtted theniſelves to the moſt cruel Deaths: 
So that if they were Hypocrites and Deceivers; they were: 
che moſt ſtrange and unaccountable Deceivers, that ever 
appear'd on the Theatre of the Worlvu. 

] 1 R N 
Bur to come cloſer to the purpoſe; What ſtronger Argu- 
ments can we have-of Meus Sincerity and Truth, than 
thar no Pleaſures nor Rewards on one ſide, no Threatnings, 
Puniſhments, no, nor the moſt cruel Deaths on the other, 
could either ſeduce or rerrify them from what they relate d 
A Man may Lye indeed in order to ſave his Eſtate and 
Life, bur What ſhould induce a Man to Lye to the ruine 
of both ? Surely no Temporal Conſideration. Some Na- 


tions have made uſe of Racks to extort Truth, and very 


frequently they have proved a means, althongh a cruel one, 
of irs diſcovery, and then the greatneſs of the Pain and 
Torture, bath often drawn Confeſſions from Men, altho! 
io their own'Ruine. And in this Caſe; is ſeen the force 
of exquiſite Pains to unlock Secrets. And again, tis poſ- 
ible: although ſeldom, that ſame Men may perſiſt in Fal- 
ſhoods' under ſevere Tortures, but it is with hopes of con- 
cealing Crimes, whoſe diſcovery. would take away their 
Reputation, Eſtates, and Lives. But that any Man, much 
lels a number of Men, ſhould agree tagether ra concert and 
publiſh Lyes, and perſiſt in them, yea, chuſe to do it, in 
order to deftroy their Lives, when a confeſſion of the Truth 
would fave them, and accumulate Rewards and Honours. 
on them beſides, verily this to me appeareth ſo Romantick 
a thing, as is beyond all Preſident and Example; beyond 
all poſſibility of being practis d by Men, under the influ- 
ence of Common Senſe or the more general Haſſion of Self. 
a arm In this Caſe they ſhew themſelves, that is; 
f they knowingly and wilfully perſiſted in the atteſtation of 
Untruth, Men moſt paſſionately mad after an odd kind 
of Glory, that ever liv'd, even beyond the Example of 
dns p22 C 


and kilett whereby the Brerore of the eruisſt Philoſas ' 
and Srares-men ſtand detected and reformed,and their 
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Ceſar ot Alexander,and fo wer truly the moſt Ubjnonify 
Men, yea, the moſt harden d and obſtinate Sinners that ever 
Lived or Died, (for what hardneſs is here that could per 
in Falhood and: Lyes, under the moſt painful Death.) 
aud yer notwithſtanding this boundleſs thirſt of Fame, they 
acted contra y to all the ways that could procure it; tout 
Methods that then did certainly; and dccordirg| to all Hu- 
5 3 muſt for ever make them Scandalous: Thy 

m is this. | 


4 


If Men fay, that they ſaw things done, ande , 


their right Minds and Senſes, and withal were Honeſt and 
Sincere, and: for the proof of what they ſaw, would die 
the moſt painful D and not only ſaid this, but au, 
ally ſuffered them: If all this be Fact, muſt we not be. 
lieve the Teſtimony of theſe Men ? I hope, Lam duly aware 
before · whom I ſpeak, and yet I duſt appeal to the Han- 
vable Perſons me, who are Judges of the Evidence 
of Facts, whether ever any bad greater, or near ſo great: 
And wheri they determin of the Lives and Fortunes of 


Men, with ſo great Honour to themſelves, as well as Uſe- 


fulneſs to the Publick, whether all this be not done, ups 
on much leſs Evidence than that. on which the Miracles of 
Jeſus Chriſt tand. All the difference is, we bear not the 
Apoſtles aſſerting theſe Miracles Viva Voce, nor ſee them 
pouring” our their Blood in confirmation of them. Bu 
who can doubt, that they did ſo, when the (“) Enemies of 
Cbriſtianity, who liv'd ſoon after, never queſtion d ot de- 
ny d itꝰ When it is own'd by all, that the main Subjeds 
of the Apoſtles Preaching, were theſe very Miracles, and 
particularly bis Reſurtection from the Dead. That the 
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4 (*) I to the Heathens Celſus, Julian, Hierocles, who me 


See Origen againſt Celſus. Ocigen contra Celſ. I. 1. p. Pp 
Julian. Cyr, 1. 6. | Euſeb, contra Hier. The Fews imputed in- 
pute d our Saviour's Miracles to Magick, &c. which Arnobiuy 
contra Gentes. l. 1 331. Huet. Demon. Evan, p. 500. 
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did not 2 
9 he 


erer was hetetofore donbred ; -ſo far faonyrhis,. 


pareteſt of, Chritianiry ami, of the Apoſtles, 
and Heathens have yielded to the Truth y_—_ 


oy Laan and unanimouſly acknowledg'd the Miracles 
| 


. 1 


F-12090 2090; eee 0 $1153 en,, ends 
Now if the Doctrines, if the Pains and Fravels,/ if the 
Lives and: Deaths if ſuch Confiderations will clear ae A. 
roſtle's Character; will reſcue them from 'the number.” of 
the worſt: of Men, the worſt Deceivers, and/gremett Im 
rn of theſe Things, we eſteem them bur barely -Hogeſt 


ao 22©S T7” 3 @ Sg 


Foundation and Securiry, than what the greareſt Sinceriry 
and Honeſty cam give us. For if | through à Perſuaſion of 
their Virrue and. Integrity, we believe them in regard ta 
their: Maſter's Miracles, (which is the Point I have been 
urging) we have equal Reaſon ro believe them about them 
ſelves, and eſpecially when they aſſert with the ſame, afſu- 


2 


did work many and great Miracles. This will argue them 
them to our Minds, under a high and exalted Character ; 


make theit W inſtead of Humane, become Di- 
vine and Infallible. .4 

underſtanding and other Humane Imperfections vaniſh, and 
our Faith, as it is not reſolved ar laſt into the Vſdom, {a 


X :X9Smss ce a, T 


doubt, disbelieve, or deny the Truth of what they afficm, 


ruth and Veraciry into queſtion, and as the Scriprure ex- 


our Saviont's Promiſe, his Apoſtles bad this Power of Mi- 


SE OSTSR. 


eangot be; now, = * 


dus Clirift,, although they accoumt for! thet;7thivagh We 
Power of Magick, and other extravagant VAS, 5 


Men, (as I: ſnould think we muſt believe them, or believe - 
none to be ſuch) we muſt believe of hem much more, and 
dur Faith and Reliance on them, will have a much firmer _ 


rance that they had this very Gift likewiſe, and could, and 
poſſeſs d of the Divine Spirit, and conſequently preſenr 
niſe them above che 'Wiſeſt aud moſt Virtuons Nen, and 
vs all ſuſpicions of Weakneſs, Mi: 


neither the Word of Man bur of God, and e ta 
will be according to the moſt ſtrict Reaſoning a calling Gods 
preſſes it, to make bim a Lyar. And that according ro 


racles, will receive yet ſome farther confirmation, from 
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tay; ber di (s)"Gife remain d in dhe Church for Wen 
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I mn uo make a Reflection 


Providence ſhonld never concern itſelf, in informing 
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And. This I hope ſhews us very L 
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clearly the Wi | 
the Wicked. 
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neſs and Abſurdity, of what Men term Deiſm, a 


which profeſſes to own the Being of a God, but denies all 
Revelation from him and accordingly ' places the Chrilli- 
an Revelation in the Liſt of Cheats and Inipoſtures, 
which was began at firſt, and is till upheld. by. Prieft-Crafe; 
The Men who adventure to Talk ar this rate, ſeem fond of 
the Title of eloſe Reaſoners, and free Thinkers, which, 
whether they deſerve or not, I will not here Diſpute, on- 
nge, methinks, that ſuch ſharp and 
penetration nothing can eſcape). 


clear Sghred Men (whoſe 


ſhould nor'diſcern the cloſe Connexion between a God and 


4 Divine Revealation. For if a God; it is very likely tha 
he made the World, and if he made it, what more likely, 
chan that he governs ir ? Thus are (b) Creation and Pro- 


vidence very clearly deduced from the very Notion of 4 


God: This is what even Prieſts can diſcern and maintain, 
and we admire acuter Men ſhould not. And again, if 
there be a Providence, it ſeems ftrange to us, that this 
and 


- 
. % 
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5 0 That this Gift remain'd in the Church after the Deceaſe of the 


Apollles, is Unanimouſly aſſerted. See Juſtin Martyrs, Dialogue , 


with Trypho. p. Rob, Step. Ed. 30. He makesit an 


Tormented and Ejefted. Again Apology 1- To the ſame Purpoſe, 


the Truth of Chriftianity, that by the Name of Chrift, Devils were 


he app: als 10 the Cures wrought in the City of Rome, for tbe Truth of 
Cbriſtianiiy. See Irenæus. I. 2. c. 188. Tertullian ſays, tbe Chri- 


Alan baue Cured even their Enemies the Heathens, and Challenges 


them tb produce in Publick any owe Poſſeſ#d, and ſubmits the Cauſe, 
f Chriftianizy to this Tryal, as they cured bim or not, Tertull. Apol. 

rigeneffirmeth, that be him/elf barb ſeen many Cared of Poſſeſſion and 
Made, and innumerable otber Diftempers, by the Name of Chris, 


. Origen. Contra. Celſ. p. 124. Cypr. p. 323. 335- Miauc. 
lix. 3 1 ; 1 N 

5 6): Athenag, Leg. pro Cbrigian. p. 25. Juſtin Mary, As 
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dieting Reaſonable Creatures in ſutable AQfons-ind de 


voirs towards thinaſelf; to whom: they: ſtand ſo much in- 
debted and obliged. There are Las eſtabliſp de ſor che 


ance of inſenſible Matter, and is it not Sutprizing— 
thar there ſhould; be * for the guidance of Reaſonnble 
Creatures? They! wiil * perhaps, Reaſon is to gude 
what a certain guide: bare Res- 
ſon is, all Ages will teſtify, which have been left ſolely to 


bew. I hall — 
ju Direction, without any aſſiſtanee from what we term 


Revelation; and one may very [july ſuſpect, had dere 


been ho ſuch thing as Revelation at all, Reaſon had been 


nuch worſe, than it is now or ever was, altho it bas been, 
d is ill, very bad. So: that altho wirbout a Diwine 
Revealation, there might be a Providence, Bake very i 


perfect one, the prime and chiefeſt Object of it being 
ruck ont of it, the Actions of Men under no certain 


Rule, but left to the influence of Caſuality and Chance, or 


weir own uncertain Wills. No + But of our Reaſon will 
heſe Men ſtill ſay, But is not Humane Reaſon corrupt ? 
And if we allow: the Iuterpoſition of Providence, in Caſc 


of any Deſects or Deviation of the: Laws of Nature; 
ay we not with equal Reaſon: expect; 


Humane Reaſon? 
But bow will — 1 doſe Reaſoners; 1 the ren. of 


aber Evidences of the Chriſtian | Revelation, and eſpeci- 
in this bere of its Miracles 2 Is not this ſomething. very 


prrievlar ? Not at all they will tell yon. - Noching is 


nore common, than ſach Pretenees to Miracles. The old I 


Heatbhens pretended to them in 8 of their Idola- 
. And the preſent Roman Church have. enough of them 


intheir Legends, | But is there no difference between the 


Chriſtian Miracles and theſe} ——— There are Laws -—— 


They care not to ſpeak out, . ſo whey! would. have.us be- 


leyve. 7 


Preſuming. thanalors that. we! being take their meaniqy;” 
ne will proceed to examine the Weight of it, and briefly _ 
wmpare theſe ——— Miracles with our Saviour's, aceord- 


ng to the Obſervations we have before made upon them. 


And Firſt, what were thoſe Miracles, ſaid to be wrooght 
thong ſt he Heathens ? We read 99 ih Lim, Cie, 


and 


and argue a Di- 
— Revelation to pply the Dede and Diſorders of 
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«6d btber Prophade Wiriser. They 4e ſalt a 
That am Or was heard to ſpeak ſuch or ſuch 4 Near thy) 
a Voide was beard; that irrain'd Blood at one time S 
er anvjher. ''F tar 1E/tulapius appear d in the form , 
pen, We. Will any Man pretend, that ſuch u l, 


urls of ſeſus Ohriſt ? Is this like curing the Dei 
der blind) the Lame, Dumb, and all the Diſeaſed, of whol 
Towns” and Countries? Like feeding Maltitudes With t 
few ' Loaves?>Stilling the Winds and Seas, raifing the Dei 
at 4 Werds Speaking ? Or doth any Hiſtorian altho'ws. 
ver ſo Fabulous, ſay, chat ever a Man came to Rom ot 
any olber Place,” and ſhew'd ſuch Inſtances of a Miraculons 
Poor, & thoſe Recorded of Jeſus Chriſt in the 'Golpels? 
Were chis aſſerted: Yet where were theſe Heathen Min. 
cles ſaic to be wrought, and beſore whom? In a tefal 
Age and Place, (before Mul titüdes, before the moſt ſharp. 
Sighred and Malicious Enemies? Do the Voucbers of theſe 
Miracles Say schiss We thall hardly find it. Theſe ver 
oppugners of Chriſt's Miracles at other wimes, ſufficienth 
acquaint us, (he n it makes co expoſe” Priefts) with the 
Superſxition and Credutiry-of the Heathen World, and ibe 
grob Datkneſs and Ignorance of the Popiſh times, which 
introdue d thoſe Fabulous Storys on both. But would tbe 
Compariſon hold in the foregoing Neſpects: Is there not : 
wide difference between rhe End, the Chriſtian Miraclet 
have in View, and the pretended ones of others? | What 
do the Heathen Miracles eftabliſh ? Any ſound and becom 
ing Notions of God, any ſuitable Worſhip of him ? Quite 
the reverſe.” If they eftabliſh:any thing at all, it is ihe mol 
Idolatroùs, Abſurd, and Abominable Practices. And 4s 
the ſcope of the Miracles, amongſt the Heathens of Oli. 
were to corrupt Natural Religion, ſo what do Popiſ outs 
do now but oppoſe, and corrupt the revealed, or true Chti- 
ſtianity ? But ſet us go on with the Compariſon. 
Granting the Heathen and other Miracles could ſo far vie 
wih the Chriſtian, yet lure will they fail upon other Con- 


10 


—— — —Höẽ — — 
| TH of be difference of the Miracles of Feſus Cbriſt, and other 
Prtiendert. see Iræn. p. 188. Arnob. p. 24. ; 
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know of them * Of what eſtimation are they 7 Ate 


ms 


| Hheit Characters evety way as good a8 thoſe of the Apo- 
Ales, and render their Relations as Ctedible? The main 
tes of the Point lieth here. For donbilefs, 4 Man may - 
i down and invent a Romance, and make ſome Mah in 
a ir, as eminent for Miracles as ſeſus Chrift, but it would 
dor be ſo eaſy to make others believe it. But further, as 
e. i e _ Miracles 
Do they preterid to ſay, and doth every ching conſpire 
5 with it to — us believe, tbey were * of 
6 Wl them ? No'! They generally liv'd many Fears or Ages 
x Wl aficc theſe Facts wete pretended to be done. They Win 
N WY fay, pethaps, that many ſaw them; bur upon what Author. 
p- they ſay this is a great Queſtion; however they faw them 
fe not themſelves; and Write not upon their own, but others 


Knowledge, or Teſtimony which is ſhort of their Compes 
. 00 =, HE SER 05 Vs 
But had they ſaid, they had feen them, what Reaſons 


again, Have their Vouchers of falſe Miracles, as great and 
extraordinary Characters for Truth and Holineſs, as the 
Apoſtles ? Have they demonſtrared this ro the World, by 


CEE 


ſhould induce us to believe them? We muſt ask the Deiſts. 


| * 

* (abbr the 8 

of them, and in whoſe 

1 they are found, and on whom we rely) what do 
7 


1 

un teaching Mankind any ſuch Pure and Excellent Rules of 
ar living? By undergoing ſuch Travels, Hardſhips, and Dan- 
. gers ro Propagate ir? Do their Lives upon Record, ap- 
ne ur equally Virtuous ? Did the Publiſhers of theſe Fabu- 
of Stories ever pretend ro work Miracles, as Proofs of a 
Divine Afſiſtance, and in order to ſecure us, that they did 
A. not, nor could Err in their Relations? In a Word, did- e · 
ver Neu- Livius, or any other of theſe Hiſtorians pretend, 
ti. do ſuffer, and much leſs actually ſuffer the moſt Painful 
| W Death, in Vindication of their Teſtimony? Iuſtead of this, 
ie W they would endanger and loſe nothing about theſe Mat- 


ters, and for good Reaſon, if the Criticiſm of ſome (a) Men 
be good, that they believed them nor themlelyes, Little 
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indeed is known of theſe Authors, and what is non gf 
ſome of them, is not much to their Advantage; but of the 
Apoſtles, we certainly know, that by their great Laboum 
they propogated a Religion, which Religion ſtandeth to 
this Day, and may be examin'd by any Man, whether 
Good or Bad, and conſequently wherber it makes any 
thing for the Credit of irs Autbors. 
Thus I have touch d upon ſeveral Advantages, that are 
liar to the Chriſtian Miracles, and render them Credi: 
8 lo far are theſe Heathen or Popiſh Miracles, from 
having the ſame in all Reſpects, that I am Confident, that 
in no two Inſtances, can an agreement be ſhewn between 
them; and examining them by the foreſaid Marks, a 
widely different will they appear, one from the other, as 
the S ory of Dr Fayſtus, and of Sr. George, doth, from the 
moſt Credible Hiſtory or Record, when ſer oppoſite to it, 
And ſure a pleaſant way of Arguing. it. were (or rather of 
Men's deceiving themſelves, in Matters of ſo great Moment) 
to conclude from ſuch idle Tales or Romances, againſt al 
Hiſtory, and by ſuch a Medium to think to Blaſt and 
Deſtroy all the Credit of it. l 1 


Let me therefore 2dhj. With the ntmoſt ſerioufneſs ex. 
hort you, to give no Ear, to ſuch vain Principles and 80. 
phiſtry, which viſibly aim to weaken your Faith, as to the 
Chriſtian Revelation. It is a lamentable thing, that ſuch 
cautions ſhould be needful, but too many Things demon- 
ſtrate them to be ſo. For what Books are more Induſtri- 
ouſly ſpread, more in Reputation (and it is to be feared) 
more in Men's. Hands, than ſuch as moſt Audaciouſly 
teach Infidelity and Wickedneſe, and Labour ro undermine 
rhe Foundations of our Faith ? Than ſuch as repreſent all 
Religion as Przeſt-Craft. and the Univerſities of the Realm 
as a Den of Thieves, rather than Schools of good Learning 
and Divinity ? Are there no ſuch Authors paſſing, or have 
they no Abettors ? I heartily wiſh my ſelf miſtaken, that 
this was all pannick Fear, and that all Men were ſound 
Believers. | 3 . 

This Licenſe of the Preſs hath been, and is much com- 
plained of by Good Men. And is not there not great Rea. 
fon? For if the Young Gentlemen of the Nation are Forge 
6, AD | wit 
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and they appear in great Poſts, and Offices, and act their 
Parts in them, what can be expected from them > Whar 
zan Infidelity yield hereafter, but what it viſibly yieldeth 
now, all ſorts of Wickedneſs and Irreligion? Can an Infidel 


or Atheift of any Parry whatſoever whether High or Low (for 


I trouble myſelf not about that Matter here) he greatly 
depended on or trufted ? Yes, juſt ſo far as his Intereſt 
leads him, which will be very frequently to Pillage and 
Devour the Pablick. 7 IRE {NY FT TRIED 
| To talk of Reformation, of Honeſty, Generoſity, a Pub- 
lick Spirir, and the like, without Principles, what a Folly 
js it To pretend to encourage Morality, and reform the 
Nation, yet allow downright Blaſphemous Opinions, Princi- 
es directly contrary to all Revealed Religion; what Hy. 
ty and Grimace, in the Judgment of all Wiſe and 
Good Men! a notable Way, no doubt, a notable Effect it 
muſt have, to build ſtrictneſs of Life, upon looſeneſs of 
Belief; to labour to ſtop the Streams, and keep open and 


encourage the Fountain. If the Apoſtles bad thus Reform. 


ed, hardly would the ir Labours have had ſo great Succeſs. 
All that I could ever find urged for this, is, that matters of 
Belief are very Controvertible and Uncertain. Let them 
be ſo; yet I hope however Infidelity ſtandeth no uncer- 
tain Point in Scripture, neither will any Man pretend to 
prove it from thence. 1 2 "35 


| To' conclude, as nothing teaches true Vertue like the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſo nothing enforces the PraQiſe of ir, 


upon ſuch Motives and Obligations. And did we in good 


arneſt believe it, as we outwardly . profeſs, what Effects 
would it have upon us! How Juſt, and Humble, and Meek, 
and Charitable. and Peaceable, wonld it make us in our 
Converſations and Intercourſes one with another! In a 
Word, how Conſcientious and Punctual in the diſcharge 
of the Duties that our particular Callings, Employments, 
or Characters exacted from us! And what a Happineſs 
would this introduce, not only on ourſelves, but the Pub- 
lick! If private Friendſhip is not able to ſubſiſt without 
Virtue, (as all Men teach who have employ'd their Thoughts 
on this Subject) how much leſs can a Multitude hold to- 

| 1 gecher, 


eich chele Principles, when the Publick bach need of them, 


0569 
* gether, and conſiſt without it? If two Men cannot long 
agree without Virtuous DiſpoGrions, how negeſſary muſt 
theſe appear to be, towards the Support and Happineſs of 
a Community? Virtue is the firmeſt Cement of all Socie. 
. and therefore Infideliry which deftroys che  Crongelt 
Obligations to Virrue, is the , g Peſt to i 4 hk 
the Nerves of Government, — © thy Diſcor | 
Rods and Intereſt, and all other Vices which adorn « Ne 
tion Miſerable : And therefore, ſurely very 2 
either of our Embracement or Toleration. And. if we 
the Effects of theſe Deſtructive Things, to what Cauſe can 
we impute them, but a digbelief of the Chriſtian Revelz- 
tion? At leaſt a firm belief of Chriſtianity (as weak 3 
Thing as ſome repreſent it) would be the effectual Cure of 
all our Evils, and failing to make us Happy bereafter 
theſe Men Suggeſt) yet wonld make us Happy here. 9 
that always will it be uſeful, to inculcate Chriſtianity upon 
a Nation, but never more than when it Groans under the 
effects af its own Vices. But whar extraordinary Views 
doth Inſidelity afford us.2 Indeed from the Concernment 
that ſome Mev are under to Ake it, one would i im- 
E Good ond to a Nur From! Its 
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all Prejudices that may hinder the Glorions 
Lili of the Goſpel ſhining in upon us; and. 
Fer a auer ace the e 2 his Son 
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117 1 the Form of Sound W, wal which thou 
ear 22 me, in * and Love, which i is 
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G „en 


IHE Apoſtle dds wrote this Epiate, was un- 
der grievous Hardſhips and Perſecurions.' But thig 
| was no new Thing to him, the Holy Ghoſt ha- 

ving before inſtructed him, that it was what — er 
where to eægett, Bonds and Impri ſammemi being the uſual 
Treatment chat the people gave N wherever he came. 
Fo that he doth not make any great matter of this, but 
rather complaineth of the evil Effect it had on his Friends 
and Followers, how ſoon his Dfſgrace and Impriſonment 
had ſcattered and eftranged them from him; ſo that among 
all his mas ge.” and Acquaintance, there was but one, wha 
had Courage and Fideliry enough to Own and Aft | 
him in his great Straits and Neceſſities. 

This great Tergiverſation and Fearfulneſs, which then 
Chriſtians were ſubject to, together with his apprebenfion 
of bis own ſudden departure our of this World, ſeem the e- 


ſpecial Cauſes which moved the Apetilc with that mig Wark 


— 


30 5 
Warmth and Teal, to urge on Timothy, Conſtancy any 
Perſeyerance in the Chriſtian Faith; that he gives him 6 
many ſtrict Charges to tale heed to himſelf and his Doctrine; 
0 keep that which was committed to him, Pure and Inyig. 
able, through the Afiſiance of the Holy ' Ghoſt, and here 
In the Text, t bold faft the Form of. Sound Words, which 
thou, haſt. heard of me, in Faith and - Love, which in j 
Chriſt Jeſus. 8 . 

In ſpeaking to which Words, I ſhall confine myſelf to 
„ tm ner mnt neem eee 


11. To bew, what is imply'd. by this Form ef Jane 
Words, which Timothy had fo” ſtrictly in Charge, » 

belt fl 606 — 

2dly. From whence this Form of Sound Words was de- 


©. © 1 rived-to Timothy 5 The Form of ond Warde, fays the 
© Apoſtle, that thou haſt heard of me. * 


if. I ſhall endeavour to explain whar is imply'd by this 
Form of Sound Words, which Timothy had ſo ftridtly in 


Charge, to hold faſt. The Word we render Form is us 
fora rs, which according to moſt Commentators, is a term 
of Art, and uſed by Paintets and: Limners, to denote the 
firſt Strokes or Delineaments of any Object, or Perſon that 
they would Paint or repreſent to the Sight; the | rough 
Draught, as we uſe to ſay, in which are all the diſtin- 
gui ſhing Lines, and prevailing Features, and indeed the 
whole Deſign of any Work expreſt. What Artificers do on 
Clotb, or the like, ir ſeems St. Paul had done on the Mind 
of Timothy, imprinted there a general Idea of the Chtiſtian 
Faith; in which was contained all the material or neceſſary 
Parts and Branches of it; ſo that at any time by turning 
to it, and conſulting it, by comparing with it his own, or 

other Men's Doctrines, be could not fail of making a right 

udgment, either as to the Truth or Falſhood of them. 
This Form was to be his great Rule and Direction; as a 
Teacher perhaps he might be allowed to add Colours. or 
fultven this cough Draught, to Poliſh, Exemplify, or 7 
4. | 90 
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meiner wr iS 


8 


8 2 5 
fold more particularly; to ſhew, and explain in different. 
Lights, according to proper Ocraſions or Motives: Bar 
be muſt be ſure in doing this, not to ſink, or ,. depreſs, to 
obliterate, to add to, any one new Feature or Line 3 ſor 
theſe were all formed to his Hand. . 


» — 


. | inne ES 
What then is this Form of ſound Fords > What can it be 


but a Summary of the Chriſtian Faith; all the main, the 
neceſſary, eſſential,” or fundamental Parts of it? It conſiſted 


of two General Heads or Branches, Faith and Love, and 
whatſoever the Apoſtle bad delivered as to Chriſtianity, 
might be referr'd to, and ranged under one of them; and 


if any Doctrines, appearing under the Style and Charafter 


of Chriſtian Revelations, did not aptly conform to one of 
theſe, and naturally. fall in under RE they were to be 
rejected as. Adulterate and Spurious. And again, Faith, 
although a Term of a large extent, and comprehends ma- 
ny things under it, yet if any Doctrine advanced, as neceſ- 
ſary to be believed, did not, in its Natural Conſequence, 


produce Love, or Chriſtian Charity, it deviated from the 


Apoſtle's Form of ſound Words, was no part of that general 
Idea of Faith, which he bad given Timothy; the peculiar 


and genuine Operation of which, was to work by Lobe. 
This was conſtantly the benign Fruit of that Faith, which 


the Apoſtle Preach'd, as indeed he had before in his former 
Epiſtle inſtructed Timothy, where the Goſpel is repreſented 
under the ſame General Divifion (a) of Charity and Faith 
unfeigned. The fame Notion of Chriſtianity had that Apo- 
ſtolical Man Ignatius, (b) N ty ag JN Re ee x, aydie- 
The whole is Faith and Love; and whatſoever Chriſtianicy 
reaches, may be reſolved into one of theſe Heads. 


1 am upon the firſt of theſe, that of Faith, _ 


Now, this, as 1 ſaid, is a Term of very large Significs- 4 


tion, and comprehends many Things under it, and whar 
and how many, is not here expreſs'd. Beſure Timothy, 


who had been inſtructed by the Apoſtle, knew full well 


— 


() 1 Ep. cb. 1. v. 3. (6) Ep. ad Smyrn. 
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se Objects it comprehend 
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| ed, and ſo wert Matty 
ticles of Faith. But th is is not ſo cleat o us d 
want of an eſpeclal Account of the 'ſevera! Parrictilag 
lich gebe in to this general Idea of Faith, and cbt 
— this Form; and the Conſequence of this hath been” mu 
Wrangling aud Diſpites in all Ages, 'as to what ate, 4 
ate n6t; to be admitted into it. With which it id not 
at pteſent to meddle, (a fittet Occaſion pethapril 
preſentiog irſelf hereafter) but rather to patſue i 
Point under the General Notion that the Apoſtle bath hut 
propoſed ir, and few, that there is fuch a thing as 4 F 
of Sothid Words,” certain Propofifictis or Articles of Faith: 
ich MM Chriſtians are bound to believe, in order ro'Etet? 
nal Life. And chis will ew, we hope, the Neceflity uud 
Uſefulneſs of Creeds. in general, in oppOftion to the loud 
(4) Clamours, and ſnarp Invectives which ſome Men hays 
mide againſt chem, a5 the moſt nnreaſondble and heavid 
Itnpofitions in the World. The Confideration of x few 
Hings, will, with all Wiſe and Good Chriſtians, . 
pe, ſaffictently eſtabliſh and recommend the uſe of Creeds; 
and eſpecially if we can make it W 


1. That the Scripture itſelf giveth good Countenance'ty 
what we term Creeds ; and that not only in the Text, but 
at ſevetal other” Places. What elſe can that Sacred Dept. 
tum ſignify, that the Apoſtle St. Pau! ſo earneſtly con- 
feth Nmotly to preſerve and tranſmit ro Poſterity ſo Invis- 
lably ? He had been tranght ir ( among many Witneſſes, 
and the ſanie he yas to commit to other Faithful Men, who 
were able to teach others alſo, Is it likely hete; rhar this of 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, in which Timothy had been 
taught after ſo pnblick à manner, were exactly all the 
Doctrines and Truths, that are now to be found in his 
Writings 7 "Muſt Timothy and his immediate Succefſors, 
learn all his Epiſtles by Heart ? Or rather dorh not com- 
mon Senſe inſtruct us, that it was ſome ſhort Epitome ot 
Summary of his Doctrine, in which all the neceſſaty effen- 
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F owners, ove to them a 
Oe 2 . — 1 Br: Example and 
aro in their . and fo ior certain 4 

t, is, WAS, n tal de part from, 
40 be Li, a 175 = 7 Which .conld” hor 
_— In a Word, 


e Koons and 12 of which, was 
z and whether this does 
= Petar cial e Fara 
ed, may be referred to the unbyaſſed Judzment 


5 that this ſame Apoſtle inculcated Cbeiſtia- 
r . 10, thoſe General Heads . 
aith, 


Paints . e 3 Articles of 
rech from other 78 


clearly 4 wal 4, 1 1 7 
been miſled into groſs fs Reet, 
be.cbus Addreſſes them; 15 For I 1575 LARS 
the which 1 alſo received, how t 71 for our Sins, 
gcgording to the ee and that he Was 7027505 and that 
le xoſe again the third Day, according to. the Scriptures. 
This was donbtleſs, part of that Form which be delivered 
l - and that he goes not WM farther i in the enume- 
n of ocher Heads or 1 79 5 Belief, AS prohabyy, 
no more was peedfyl to 55 s purpoſe. there, which 
ry 32 the e of the, Dead, the Point the 
alſe Teacher among the Corint hi ans had oppoſed, But 
0 — . us 2 Specimen or what the . ˖ 1. and 
pretty near, I think, the Form o Creeds. 
hd up — whole, alt Abend J will not eren 
omend, . that ſuch, a number of Propoſitions, which mak 98 
— 2 Creed, can be proved from Scripture, to have b 
the Subject of. che Apoſtle's Preaching, and required ro be 
believed by all Cari s, yet thus much is certain from 
tbeir Mritings, Tbat ome Propoſitions they laid greac 
ltreſs, and * 4 of them fo ſtrictly, that witk⸗ 
out it, Men could not be deem d Chriſtians, r is not 
much differenc from impoſing a Creed. 
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+45. The Autboflth and Uſefulneſs of Cretds, l gh 

pear farther from the conſtant Mention that is mate of 

ihem, in the moſt Early and Learned' Fathers of the Chi 
ſtian Church. As far as we have any Records, we hay 
clear, and plain Indications of Creeds. When St. Nun 

' oppoſeth Genuin Chriſtianity to rhe Errors of Heretidg, 

be conceiveth and delivereth it under diſtinct Heads u 

Propoſitions, like Arricles of Faith.” (a) So, faitb' be, n 

your Ears, when any Man Preacheth to yon, wit boat Rego 

70 Feſus Chriſt. © Jeſus Chriſt of the Seed öf Dei, Bon 

of Mary, who, was truly Born, and was truly Perſetuid th 

der Pontius Pilate, and at /aft Crucified :' Ibo roſe" ga 
from the Dead, the Father raiſing bim 4 Type and En. 

"neſt ef our Reſurrection, who believe in him. This wh 

ſpoken in Regard ro''a particular View, to confine'the 

Hereſy of thoſe, who denied the real Incarnation and 8 
ſerings of Jeſus Chrift ; and Repreſented - bim on «3 
mere Ghoſt or Apparition; and the ſtrengrh' of this A 

Ing lies in this, that it contradicted thoſe ſeveral Heads 

or Principal. Points of the | Chriſtian Revelation, that be 

here enumerares. From whence to me it is clear, 'thatthe 

Old Chriſtians judg d and determin d of Error and Her 

ſy, as it expreſſy, or in conſequence contradicted, ot Us 

viated from theſe General Heads, that we term Article 
of Faith. For, to what Purpoſe elſe ſhould: be rang d tv 
getber ſo many Propoſitions, according to the very Fom 
of our gn — to 4 what r 
principally conſiſted, and the Rule whereby they Jadg 
57 other Doctrines, which muſt evince, I think, that the) 
both conceived and repreſented Chriſtianity, under diflind 
Heads or Articles of Faith, ' 7 559 OF H# BY 
If we trace farther down into the Writings of the cat 
Chriſtians, we ſhall find, not only Mention made of Creed 
but Creeds themſelves. In the Works of that eatly Father f 
Iræneus, is a Creed, both as to Matter and Form, or order 
of Propoſitions, very little different from what we call tir 
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(4) 1gnat Epift ad Trale, (6) Irene. p. 206, Ed. Grabe. 
| Apo fle 


6339 
was not the Belief, be ſa th 1. 


828 5 or all 1 Cby ches, nich the A 
2 all ag greed 1 in Fee Points, which 42 
| 1285 Th li ; they « ry in other Mattets. 9. 
Vie is of Tertulliay, there is likewiſe a Creed. ven 
ry. 1595 j Fe 572 this of the foregoing Fathers, Which 8 
was the Faith he ſays too of all the Apo Motte Churches: - 
And from this general Agreement of CitedsGn the Antienrt 


Ser war ih ne_of_ theſe two Things mult. be grant- 


iber iar the "Apoſtles leſt certain Articles of Faith 
Fur ly ig, Creeds, * eſſe their Diſcourſes and Wrirings 
ic ſo > Open ly 474 early, that upon Men's con- 
2 75 vbat! 180. e Pelſeved, dr what was pro- 
to dea ſome, Propoſitions exfily diſtinguiſhed 
Taro pr O 7 of 4 leſs Momentous Narure, and 
ſo 2 7 thewiſelves into' Articles of Faith or 
| ich leads me to the rec DROVE. 
yhich will help ro deſtroy this Prejudice "as, to Creeds. 
Aud chat is, ir caſts ih greateſt Blemiſh upon Chriſtiani- 
ry, itſelf, or the | Apoſtles, Writings, As It reprefents them 
55 r a Character, that no body can underſtand the true 
Kobe and Design of them. k we confider; tat in all Arts 
and, Sciences, chere ate ſome Principal 'Effential Parts; 
without a Comprehenſi on of which, no Man can be ſaid 
to yoderftand, 9475 leſs be able to teach thofe Sciences, 
in any competent 1 .tq others. And that Men who do 
throughly under any Science, do moſt certainly diſ- 
18 and diſtingu ſh the Principal and Fundamental 
Things in it. bd if ir be otherwiſe in Chriſtianity; il 
there be noun in it Eſſential, Principal, or Fundamental, 
certainly Chriſtianity muſt be a very ſtrange, looſe inco- 
herent Thin bg in itſelf, or elſe rhe Apoſtles had a ſtrange 
late way of teaching it. For Example; we will ſuppoſe 
a Man affirms that he underſtands Chriſtianiry, her; that 
another ſhould deſire Information or Inſtruction in it; what 
could ſuch a Man do, but what all Men do; when inter- 
rogated or examin'd concerning the Nature of any other 
Art or Science, that 1 * to underftand ? Thar i is, 
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raking, vet ies ' efpecial! aßd rang vibe 
Dodrines contained in it, an upon which, the ot 


|. And this in its nagut Proceſs G 11 Th 

a ſhort Summary of what i wo 12517 aided 10 
ſe Chriſtianity uncapable of King N cel | 

4 poſed. into eg af 


ds, is to ſup} ppoſe it © be S 
though no be ee Hl ht, x7 : 


atbh. Creeds ſcem very Vietul it Net 


4 Chriſtianity in its Purit And Wie e nd! to Rd 

bY, Kan e Co of Ng 4 i ar 75 with 

riſtianiry, than with an the 

Profeſtors uf all Arts an 175 GEL 
by Qu Que 


to edamine and jud N. 12 jo oy Student 
or Pretenders to them. 
try their Knowledge in them; and 14 hed been 
ledg d a very good Method e 0 excluding Ignofant and 87 
5 Men, And why. the (ame we ſoul dot prove as, gb6t 
2 Means of raping: 105 and 1 in C 1 
no Reaſon , can be aſſi „ gajeſ the foregoing ; b 
thar i its Doctrines are 7 curely deliver'd, r thar | lt is 
a Thing of fo ae oO tirude, that tio of the 
greareſt Probity and Diſcernment can tell, what fo 9. 0 
or Fundamental in it: So that any Man of any Be 
any Perſuaſion whatever, may be admitted 4 W 
it. This is indeed a very good Argument againſt Creeds, 
but were it crve, is a very bad one for Chriſtianity; and 
makes it as beavy an 2 oſition as Creeds chemſel yes, a 
44355 repreſents. the Holy Scriptures, ag I before ki med. 4 4 
range medly of Diſcourſe, without any he certain ot 


fundamental in it. But if the Doctrine of wm 
or the New Teſtament be otherwiſe, (as affured]y jr is) ff 
certain Points of Faith are very clearly diſtinguilt'd, ard 
the Terms of Salvation fx'd and derermin'd in it, Why 
cannot they be Collected into a ſhort Form, «94 Mens 
Belief tried in. theſe neceſſary Eſſential Points > Th 


the conſtant Methad of the Antient Church, and 0 
this View, a very Wiſe and Good one it was, a great De- 
fence of the Apoſtles Doctrine, what kept the Church as 
free as poſſible of Error and Hereſy, which perhaps is the 
Thing that ſo es ſome Wes againſt Creegs how, t * 
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papding in the wiy' of thoſe laudadte Eads, 
View, of introducing” Paganifin of Scepticim upon ud. 
Ft chir is out of my way bete; only one canndr;bavobs 
ſerve, thar/it looketh\ witly & . enough, 
chat ſuch Men can have as little Love for Cheiftianizy\; as 
Creeds, when they would diſarm it of ſ excellent 4 


the Apoſtle, which thou haft heard me. Se. Pant ws bis 
Spititbst Father! Maſter, and Inſtructer; and in chip Caſe 
he was riot to pretend to exceed, of out-do Him. If he kept 


it entire arid uncorrupt to other Faithful Men, it was e- 
vongd, in which doabtleſt, the Apoſtle would ſoggeſt his 
own Authority, and conſequently the Authoriry of all the 


thitte to them, and they were to be heard, and relzed on, 
in all Controverfies and Diſputes, that might ariſe amongſt 
Christians. And bence if all Men in the Apoſtles Time, 
wete to acquieſce in their Sentiments or Deciſſons, cnake 
their Teaching rhe Rule of Faith and Practiſe; it will 


Deference and Regard to their Writings, make them the 
Standard and Feft, whereby to try all Doctrines, becauſe 
the only Means we have now of knowing what they 
mughr, what their Writings contain. And as Divine 
Inſpirarion the Apoſtles from all Momentous Mi- 
ſtakes in their Preaching : So Divine Providence ſecareth 
us, that now we have all neceſſary and fundamental Pointy 
remaining pure and uncorrupt in thoſe Writngs. For it is 
a vain Thing to Talk of any other way of knowing whay 


Kis do where, and Chriſtianity is Jong ſince loſt in the 
World. If therefore Chriftianity be of Moment, and the 
intent of Divine Providence be, as long as the World laſts, 
that Men ſhogld have rhe Means of knowing it truly; the 
dum of Chriftianiry muſt be aſſuredly now conrain'd in the 
New Teſtament. And this I rake to be Demonſtrative of 
the Truth and Aurhotiry of the preſent Canon of the New 


Teſtament, 


3 


er er 


To the 24 Point; To bew whence this Form of Semnd = 
Words was derived to Timothy. Hold fuß the Form, faick 


what he had committed ro him as 4 Fruft, and tranſmitted 


Apoſtles; in Matters of Faith, that an Appeal was to: be = 


be the Duty of all Chriftians now, to pay the ſame Holy 


the Apoſttes Taught, if cheir Writings do not contain it, 
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en in the World; and it can never enter into any Maut 
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(380) 
Teſtament, upon ſap 


Namen, upon ſuppolition of 2 Dirie .Providenge, a 
'the Truth and Divinity of the, Chriſtian, Revelation. 
or ; ritin ! in Oppoſi tion to 5 4 + 1 ree : 
will confirm it. ' ahi es gad 5 N 
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4 2.664 6 I» 75 AP armee 142 } 
If. The Reaſon and the Nature of he Thiog kel, By 
the Apoſtles were the Perſons, eſpecially choſen 9 


Savionr, and ſent forth by him, to Propogate this Religi. 


Head, who believes. the Goſpel. a Divine Revelation thy 
they · did not deliver it truly and fully. For if one co 
ſiders, What ſhould hinder their delivering the Perfect aud 
Entire Will of God, when they were Expreſly ſent, by 
bim on this Errand? Such a failure moſt ariſe either from 0 
Deſign or Weakneſs, according to either of which, ou 0 
brighteſt No ions of the Divine Artribures are contradict, Ne 
ed; ſor it is ſuppoſed, that the Weakneſs or ill Deign il, 
of Men, is capable of overthtow ing the Wiſdom and Coyn- 
cils of God; and in a; Matter too o ae extraordinary Wl , 
Imporrance, no leſs than the eternal Salvation of Mank | 
Ever) Man therefore who believe: not the Goſpel a Hur 
mane Iavention or Fable, but a; Divine Revelation, it 
pure conſequence . of this, is bound do believe, the, Apo- 
files Infaltible, at leaſt in all Poing neceſſary for Men ty 
know and believe, in order to eternal Life ;; and that whap 
ſoever they omit to Inſtruct the World in by their Writings, 
is of no Neceſſary and Important Nature to this great End, 
neither will ever the Knowledge or Belief thereof be ex 
„ . oi i et 
- But we are not thus,, Infallibly .ſecure, that other Men 
cannot Err, even in Neceſſary and Important Matters. 
No! Alchough they are Men upon otber Accounts of the 
higheſt Characters, of the moſt cloſe. Reaſoning or ſub- 
limeſt Parts, or Learning, nay, if they appear, Miracu- 
loufly Arreſted and Endow'd. To = .  Snp- 
poſing we had ſeen Simon Magus do Miraculous Thing, 
as Ecclefiaſtical Authors ſay. he did, and withal Infinua- 
ing or openly Avouching Doctrines contrary to thoſe of the 
Apoſtles, in ſuch a Caſe he muſt be in the right. or the 
Apoſtles. Bur what Wiſe and Underſtanding 1 
1 | i 


W 


* 


| \ £39) 
wild follow bim © Surely none. But if weatk-ourfelves 
Why : 1 ſoppoſe upon Examination, becauſe Sim MM 
would not have been : found: a Follower of our Saviour, 
Tis not choſen and ſent by him, to Publiſh thoſe glad Tidings 
or Saleanon to the World, and conſequently our Faith to- 
wards kim, would not be founded upon the Wildom; Good- © 
neſs; and Veratiry of God, as it is in regard to the Apo- 
ſles. For the Chriſtian Religion may be true, and yer 
Simon Magus or any other Man be a Deceiver or Impoſtor; 
but how the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be true, and yet 
the Apoſtles of our Lord be Prevaricatots, or Deceivers, 
is bard to imagine. And this the Apoſtles Apprehended. 
For when they conceived it neceffary to fill up the Room 
of Judas, they choſe one who had always accompanied 
our Lord, and heard bis - Diſcourſes, and ſeen his Mira- 
cles with themſelves. For when a Religion is ſuppoſed 
e, who ſhould in all Reaſon be preſumed infallibly to 
Teach ir, but ſuch; whom God had Ordain'd, and ſent of 
this Meſſage ? This being ſo very Evident, one wauld 
Wonder what ſhould ail a Great and Celebrated Critick, + 
who owns the Truth of the Chriſtian Revelation, and yet 
raiſes great Doubts and Scruples about their | Inſpiration 
or infallible Security from Error, in the teaching or com- 
mitting it to Writing. Which is as much as to ſay, that 
God had ſomething of great Moment to reveal to Mankind, 
and would permit the Perſons charged with this Errand, 
to miſtake in the imparting ir. This I am afraid in its 
Conſequence, overturns the Chriſtian Faith, For in vain . 
ſhall a Man hold the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, and 
deny or ſuſpe& in that Matter, the Infallibiliry of the A- 
* WH poftles ; for this Religion we have from the Apoſtles, and 
jo far as a Man ſuſpects the Apoſtles capable of Error, jut 
o far ſhall a Man Suſpect rhe Chriſtian Faith of Error. 


zdiy. The Writings of the Apoſtles claim of all Chri- 

ſtians a Submiſſion to their Doctrines and Decifions. The 
Apoſtle St. Paul reckons up divers Orders in the Church, 
but firſt are place! Apoſtles. And again when others inno- 
vated under ſo great a Pretence as Inſpiration, the Apo- 

ſtle is very warm in aſſerting his own Authority againſt 
them, at ſays he, came the Word of God out from you? 

855 As 
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ne much 43880 lay, Are ye Apoſtles? Or didahe!Chaillia 
Faith ſpring from you, that all Men muſt ſubmit to your 
Jndgments ? Or came it 10 you only Did no qne everhes 
of, or don no one underſtand the Chriſtian Religion by 

1{elyes, that ou are ſo Peremptory in your awniwey} 
-The Apoſile is therefore forced to be ab Peremptory in 
chat. all their Splendid Pretenfions might give way roi 
Authority. Mam Man ſays he thinks himſelf « Prophet or 


ritual, let him acknowledge the 7 Irite unto van, uch 
Commandments of thecLord. And no Wonder, that the p- 


ence” of (Inſpiration: muſt give way to his Authority, when 
be declares the 'Dignity of an Angel infignificant to weak 
en it. I we or an Angel Preach amy other Doctrine wy 

you, than what:ye haue received, let him be Acouſed. Andi 
again St. Jobn, het har 55 of God heareth ut, che that ſu un 
of God, beureth not ur. When a Man geads {ach ;Eaxped, 
Hons, who can doubt, whether the Apoſtles eſteem d them- 
ſelves Infallible or not, in the Delivery of che Tem of 


'3dly. This Method of Arguing the () Miſeſt and moſt 
Early Fathers of the Primitive Church took to conſute He- 
reticks in their Time. And a moſt ſolid and convincing 
way of Arguing it was. Many moſt abſurd and extravs- 
gant Conceits, were broach'd in thoſe: Days, as high Spe- 
culations in the Chriftian Faith. And to this teplied the 
Fathers, theſe Matters are to be decided by Scriptute: 
But then which are the genuin Scriprures, and . what is the 
true Senſe of them d (For the Herericks own'd ſome Boobs 
they call'd Scriptures too) To this the Fathers in two 
Things demonſtratively cleared theſe Queſtions. As to the 
firſt,” which were the true Scriprures, and who had cot- 
rupted them; this would Evidently appear by having Re- 
coutſe to the Original Writings of the Apoſtles, which yet 
were extant in the ſeveral Churches. And as to the genuin 
CSenſe of them, this would eafily appear too, by conſulting 
the Churches, the (Apoſtles themſelves had Planted. lf 
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(2) See Trenæ. Ed. Grabe. p. 37. | 57. 81. Tertull. 5. 39. 
thoſe 


| Iren#. p. 101, 200. | 
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bet. Cburebes never be ald of any of thoſe DoRrines, that 
the Hereticks attempted to obtrude on the Chriſtian World; 


= 


they wut needs be deem d upſtaft and novel Dreams. Here 
the Hereticks had little to reply, but that either the Apoſtles 
cid Diſſemble, or hor en underſtand their own Religion; 
which was ſuch an abſurdity, that no Man would defire xo 
renduce anAdyerſary to a greater. I only here obſerve, all 
the _ of this arguing is reſolved into the Authority of 
the Apoſtles. nam bu „ 
And fo much ſhall ſuffice for the two Points propound - 
ed, 1 paſs on to the Application, which ſhall be chiefly 
drawn” from the firſt of theſe Particulars. {LT 
The Doctrine before us is, that there is ſuch a Thing: as 
a Form of ſound Words, or cettain Articles of Faith, that 
God requirerh the Belief of in Order to Eternal Life: 
And theſe Articles of Faith, or Terms of Salvation, are to 
be Learn'd from the Apoſtles, the Men whom God aps 
pointed to inftract the World in this Doctrine, and con- 
dert Men ro it. This being fo clear, one would ſuppoſe; 
— Men, = make 2 of 2 Religion, es | 
1 acquieſce in it. But upon the bare opening of our 
Eyes, he Practiſes of 8 9 Reverſe, 
What innumerable Pretences have all Ages lifred ub a 
gainſt this plain infallible way ro Eternal Life, and how 
very batdly can the wanton Imaginations of Men, be bound. 
ed within this Divine Rule and Path? What will nor Men 
hearken to rather than the Word of God? One white 
Creeds, and Creed Makers, in General, have afforded 
Matter of a world of Declamarion, of Profane Wit and 
Reſſection, and have been fepreſenred as the moſt Peſtilent 
Things in the Earth. At other Times, inſtead of being 
zovern d in our Belief, by the Doctrines of the Apoſtles 
we ate taught to rely on fallible Men, and on vain a 
uncertain Traditions, and in direct oppoſition to the clear 
Revelations of God's Word. Others teſolve all into im- 
mediate Inſpiration, and the Dictates of the Holy Ghoſt. 
From another Quarter, a Perpetual Noiſe is Beard about 
Free- Thinking, Clear and diſtinct Ideas, and the force ol 
Human Reaſon, as if all were to be reſolved into theſe; 
2s if theſe were to decide all, and our Faith was to 
be Grounded on them inftead of the Sacred Seriptutes. 
Bleſſed God | What vatiety 4 Conceits and Inventions 
. 8 | _ } 
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are bere, and all to oppoſe and defeat, the Truth! An 
what Numbers have gone into them all! I Hall ſelect one 
or two of them, which ſeem to bear the greate® Oppoiri 
to the Doctrine in the Text, ſpring from Men of Cele. 
06,90 ray and with which our Times are moſt inſet, 
cd. ng, R 


Tbe 1ſt. Shall be with regard to the Prejudice fone 
Men have entertain'd in general as to Creeds, and Creed. 
makers, as if all of them were groſs and abominable L 
poſitions on Mankind. Many here muſt needs know, 
a common Place this is with the Men, who ingroſs to them- 
' ſelves the Privilege of clear Reaſoning, and boaſt a free- 
dom of Thought ha other Mortals y what Railery and 
Invectises it yieldeth againſt Mer of the moſt Venerable 
Names and Characters, or more properly againſt the Chri- 
ſtian Religion itſelf. But why are all Creeds ſuch heayy 
Impoſitions ? Is there really then nothing in the word of 
God required to be believed? Yes a very few Things, (a 
1 hall bint by and by). But the cauſe of Complaint lies 
not there, but Antient Fathers (as we term them) met in 
what ate call d general Councils, and there they tnade 
Creeds. And theſe Fathers were weak and fallible Men, 
manag'd their Diſputes with that Heat and ill Temper, 
that theſe Gentlemen very civilly Honour their Afem- 
blies with the Titles of Cocks and Bear-Gardens, in- 
ſtead of general Councils. And this I ſhould not mention, 
but to raiſe a juſt Indignation in good Chriſtians, as ſurely 
all - ſuch muſt be ſeized with, when rbe hear, that many 
of the Antient Fathers were great Sufferers, and Sealed 
the Truih of theſe Articles with their Blood. Thus are 
theſe Fathers rewarded by ſome of us (who call ourſelyes 
Chriſtians) for their Zeal and good Intention at leaft, to 
deliver down the DoCtrines of the Apoſtles to us Pure and 
Uncorrupt, But my Intent is not here to Vindicate the 
Weakneſſes and Infirmites of Men, and yet we hear, that 
Debares in Parliament ha vt been attended with great Heats, 
and notwithſtanding from thence at laſt, have iſſued goud 
and wboleſome Laws. The Queſtion here is about Creeds; 
and will - theſe Men prove, that the Creeds which the 
Works of the Antient Fathers contain aie no whiere found 
l MET . 07 


a, 


5 
77 enjoyned in Seripture? This is the way to undeceve 
be World about Creeds, and not to rake into the Aſhes 

of che Dead, expoſe their Infirmities, and call them the 

worſt Names. | We *; 4 4 an? 8 8 - 

(a) Mr. Hobs firſt attempted this, and ftrenvouſly con- 
tended there was but one Article of Faith required in 
Scripture, namely, that Feſus it the Meſſiah or Son of God. 

With the ſame Opinion fdok up a later Writer (b) of ve- 

ry great Abilities, who hath been ſucceeded by Diſciples 
fince of far leſs Parts, but much greater Malice. Bur 
Auack d the foreſaid Author was about other Articles, 

ſuch as the Incarnation, Crucifiction,' Reſurrection of our 
Saviour, and the like, and ſorely preſs d ro ſpeak our plain- 

ly, whether theſe were not to be believed likewiſe, He 
granted it, but then he ſaid this one Article included-ma- 

ny others, and indeed as far as ir appeareth, the Sum of 

the Apoſtles Creed, So that we may obſerve this was in 
elf a very fruitful Article; and if upon being tried and _ 
examined, it yielded rhe Apoftles Creed, who can ſay, 

but upon its being further examin'd and preſs'd, it might 

not have yielded the Subſtance of rhe Nicene, and what js 
termed Athanaſian likewiſe ? For it may be very-reaſona- 

bly preſumed, that this acute and cloſe Reaſoner, as little 
thought ar firſt, that in this one Article was contain'd the 
Apoſtles Creed, as thoſe others, which are but larger Ex: 
plications of it; and if what we term the Apoſites Creed, 
l proves but a larger Explication of this one Article of Faith, 
2 adventure the Nicene and Agbanaſien may prove at laſt 
19 ioo, but larger Explications of@he A, "ies, and ſo this 

one Article, when perfectly unWdegd ana eſolved into all 
is ſeveral Parts, may vifrually contain ther. all. (e) Bur 
that which I intend to remark is this, that o with this 
ns WM Salvo could this great Author maintain bis Ground, by 
te WY Jielding the train of Articles, that this one implied or in- 
ferred aſter ir, which all underſtandin 
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hat ding Men will Judge, I 
ts, believe, but a poor ſhift, a very poor Diſcovery, which 
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Evidently fell ſhort of its Pretenſions, and left the . Belief 
of all Chriſtians, much as it was be forme. 
And that this was the Caſe is further Evident. Fog 
when this Gentleman was asked what he thought of the 
Doctrines contained in the Epiſtles, as well as Goſpelt, 
whether the Apoſtles were not as. infallible, and as much. 
to be believed in the one, as the other, he yielded this too, 
every good Chriſtian, was bound to believe all the Apo- 
ſtles Wrote. You will then ſay, wherein lay the Diico» 
very? Here if any where. The belief of this one Ani. 
cle, that Feſus was the Meſſiah, made g Man a Chyiſtian; 
but then if he did not believe afrerwards, all the Expli- 
cations, the 282 made of this one Article, and other 
Parts of the Chriſtian Faith, he ſtrait became no Chri- 
ſtian. So that he enjoyed this Priviledge but a very, little 
while, and ſeems * 1 into the Church, only in order 
to be turned out of it again. For although the belief of 
this one Article made a Man a Chriſtian; the disbelief 
of the reſt as certainly Unchurch'd and unchriſtian d him 
again, when he came to underſtand more was reveal d. 
Ibis was the Reſult of that Diſpute aceording to the belt 

bot my Underſtanding, which ſare was no great Matter, 
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+ 2dly, This Doctrine in the Text, ſets Bounds to what 
Men call Free-Thiuking, For it is very plain here, tha 
Timothy and all Men that would be Chriſtians, wer@-tq 
think and believe conformably to the Apoſtles Doctrine, 
had no Liberty to alter, to Contradict, much leſs Expoſe 
the main Articles, that they Preached and Inculcated the 
Belief of upon the whole World. Men may do this indeed, 
(for what may not Men do?) but then it is very Evident, 
they are no Chriſtians, and they maſt not take it as Re- 
flection and Slander, that they are Repreſented under. 
ſuch a Character. It is true indeed, Men have a Liber- 
ty to entertain any Conceits; Men may be Deifts or 4 
theiſts, or what they pleaſe; for the Chriſtian Religion 
offers no Force; but then ſuch a Liberty will Evidently 
deſtroy all Prerenſions to Chriſtianity; which moſt cer- 
rainly confines Men in their Opinions and Belief ; and if 
Men cannot undergo ſuch a Confinement, it is a very clear 


File, chat rhey cannot perſuade obemſelves to by Chriſtians, 
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And a great deal fairer would it be; and much leſs harr 
would it do, if Men thus openly ſhew'd themſelves, and 
profeſſedly, like the Old Heathens, oppoſed the Chriſtian 
Revelation: Then the and Drift of thoſe Men, 
would be _ underſtood. by all, and Wiſe Men wonld = 
iodge of tbe Force of #þis Free-Thinksng by the Argu- 
ments it produceth againſt Chriſtianity: Whereas now 
Men are ,prejadic'd againſt their own Religion, made A- 
cheifts or Infidels, by fly and falſe. Inſinuationt, without 
Proofs of Argumenga‚‚‚.. bogs age 
In a late Book, 4 - Diſcourſe on Fres-Thinking ; every 
looſe Opinion, that Men in all Ages have uttered againſt. 
Natural or Revealed Religion, every Sentence in Books, 
that can be perverted or diſguiſed to a Profane and Itre- 
ligious Meaning, all this is called Free-Thinking, and imi- 
tles the Authors of them to this Glorious Chatacter, and | 
a great deal of this kind of ſtuff, is rak d together; bur / 
every Man, who has ſpoken in Favour of his Religion, 
or ſhewn any Concern or Zeal for it, is not only tradu- 
ced as entirely deſtitute of any Capacity of Thinking, 
but of all Moral Virtue and Honefty. And under this 
Head are rang'd the beſt and wiſeſt Men, both of the An- 
tient and Preſent Times. All are Miſerably Weak; or 
Knaviſh Men; and why ? Becauſe they cannot Sacrifice 
their Bibles and Conſciences, and give up the People com- 
mine! to their Charge, to what theſe Men call Free- Thin - 
ing. with whom, every looſe Opinion or Conceit, altho if 
neyer ſo abſurd and indefenſible is Free Thinking': (4) 1 
Nay with which King Solomon himſelf and other Pro- 
phets (as this Author tells us) abound and have + uttered 
Glorious Strains of. In which theſe Holy Pea-men fare 
no better we ſee, than our Divines, which ought to keep 
them in Countenance under the Charge of Contradiction 
and Arheiſtical Poſitions. So that in fine, the aim of this 
Free-Thinking amounts in other Words to nothing elſe, but 
a craving leave to vilify and utter Scandal, to expoſe the 
Chriſtian and all Religion, and make as many Infidels as 
poſſible withour Arguments or Proof ; which is a Liberry 
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(4) Kivg Solomon is repreſented as an Atheiſt, p. 150. 1 
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Jodges. In the mean time, in the midſt of all chi 
nn the midſt of the greateſt looſeneſs both of Mannerz 8d 
Opinions (the one thus ſupporting and encouraging the 
other) to what a paſs is Religion growing in theſe Nat. 
ons? This, all who fincerely believe the Chriſtian Rel 
ion, cannot but See, Deplore, and Lament. And to ſuch 
would here Addreſs my ſelf, and excite their Caution; 
that they be not infected with ſugh Notions, exchange no 
the - New Teftament and their dependance on that, for [ 
Know not what wild and extravagant Conceits. - Learn 
net Atheiſm, Deiſm, under the plauſible Prerence of Fre- 
Fimking. We have the Misfortune in this Nation ex- 
ceedingly to divide in Opinion, and many Enemies hank 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, and Prieſt is become a term ol 
the greateſt Reproach, and any thing is Read, Extoll's; 
and greedily Swallow'd down, that abounds with Slander 
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and Ridicule of our Order, and Aims” ro make it cots 


temptible to the People. Whatever Men's Religion be 
(if they have any at all) aktho' E differ from them, I me 
preſume thus far to adviſe them, not to permit Party ul 
their Rage againſt Priefts, and the Sweet Entertainment that 
ſych Authors give them, I fay not to permit theſe things to 
inſinuate a Contempr of all things Sacred, and make them 
as great Defyers of God and Religion, as they are of the 
Prieſts, For theſe things are nearly linked together, are 
ſtrangely mixed together in ſome Writings, and withom 


at Care, may eaſily; be imbibed together. As for our. | 


Ives we are little in pain, ſuch Treatment (while we do 
not deſerve it) is neither any Diſcouragement or Diſho- 
nour ro us, neither ſhall we be in Danger of receiving the 


Jeſs Efteem from good Men, becauſe we are the Matk of 


Evil Men's Hatred and Slander ; rather ir is an Argument, 
J hope, of the Truth af our Religion and Church, that 


irs Teachers are thus ſingled out, and levell'd ar, Proſe- 


/ ented with ſuch Spire, by the Inſtruments and Agents of 
the Kingdom of Darkneſs. - Ir is plain, we are a great 
Eye-ſore and Grievance to theſe Men, ſtand greatly in 
their way, and I hope by the Aſſiſtance of God ever ſhall 
ah it is xe Glory ſq th do, as” 
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Ty conclude. With more Safety ſure can we tely uh 
the Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, than any Productions "MN 
of Humane Wit : And if any ſort of Free. Tuning ends "ll 
0 withdraw our Reverence for the Bible, makes us In- 1 
fidels . let us decline and abhor it. For io 
loſe our Religion in order to be Free-Thinkers, we have 
all the Reaſon in the World to fear, will prove but a bad 
Erchange. Even Quakers who are herein courted and 
qratified, ſhould in my Opinion eſteem this, the | 
&& that hath appeared. or the ſame Men, they mar, 
de affured; that can thus im traduce Fathers Di- 
vines, Teachers of all Religions, yea Prophets and In- 
ſpired Men, can find Matter againſt them too, Whettſoe- 
yer they ſhall think them an Object worthy of their Ma- 
lice or Ridicule. | | | 

But whatſoever other Men do, let us mind the Apoſtle 
in theſe Injuntions. This Charge I commit unto thee Son 
Timothy; that hon mighreſt War a good Warfare, bold- 
ing Faith and a goed Conſcience, which ſome having put a- 
way concerning Faith bave Erred. And again, take beed to 
thy ſelf and to thy Doctrine, and continue in them ; and in 
doing this, thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf, and them that hear 
thee, O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy. 
Truſt ; avoiding Profane and Vain Bablings, and Oppeſiti- "+ 
bn} of Science, falſely ſo called ; which ſome profefſins, baue 
erred concerning the Faith. And contend*earneſtly for the * if 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints, Who can 
read ſuch Expreflions of the New Teſtament, without ap- 
prebending a neceſſity of ſubmitting to the Apoſtles Do- 
Arines, and to be careful of our Belief as well as Pra- 
ice? God forbid, we ſhould miftake Luke-warmneſs 
and Indifferency in Religiofi for the Viftue of Moderation. 
This is certainly the way to loſe the Chriftian Faith. For 
how do Men think they can loſe it? It cannet ordinarily - 
de taken from them by Force, as outward Things may, 
bur they rather ought to feat Looſeneſs of Principles 
nfinuared by cunning Craſtineſt whereby Men lie in wait 
to deceive. Thus it hath been loſt in Countries where 
it is now entirely extinguiſhed. Let others Example be 4 
warning to us, and teach us that we exchange not ar laft 
Chriſtianity for Heatheniſm, relapſe into this or Infidelity, 

. . 


Pr e e e ST. 


wow 


* 


ON 


— 4 


j 
| 


f 
| 
| 


= 
1 YO 
1 by 
Wl 
1 ) 
Wo 
1 ! 
+ e 
| JW 
* 
| 4 

15 


ec a, 


LL 
: 


+ - 
. 


* 
— * 


——— «c —ꝑͤk— wo 


— 8 : | 8 
„„ — 24 


- * 
f : , . — Is — 12 FY 4 
l p , 
ko by \ L 4 a 
3 © FEY'S * — „ A 
- ' : N he d 1 * ici 
* = = © g 1 . 
. F* - * " by = 
p : p « Þ 4 - 
* Ll = Pg 
R : 
, - - 
1 ” — 
* = « 
F " 
* - 
* - 
” ; 
4 * 
. 
* = 
. - 
2 - - « 4 


3: Gd the Huly Gbeft, be all Honour 


. 


Dilpures, ip ne wt 
'vigs eee chat Ne 
_ e » Yoo 


. 3 22 " * 4 » % * * i 3 


„ Gol the kale, Cod the SM 3 


5 N. 


Majaſij lajefty and Dong 
, aferrbedy 2 


both mow Log Fer 


A4. 


TAG 21.22. add, inghe Things themſelves. f. 1. 26-0 
ture. p. 6. I. 1. r. 44/4 p. 6. I. 23. r. Ld p. | 
the Confideration.. p. 9. l 10. r. 992 cuedebimſelf &c. p. 12% 
dele z ful Point, and r. it became gh Scandal, &c. p. 18: 1.1 
r. the former, inſtead of he latter. p. 251. 9. 44d, of the Apoſtle 
r. their. Chat acter. p. 26. I. 40, dele nor. p. 33. J. 7. inſtead 
maintained, i. maimed, p. 35. . adele thas, ps mY 1. 29. een 


